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Agriculture - 1 

SB2121 / HB2195 Retailer of smoking paraphernalia must warn minors of prohibition.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a person who disseminates smoking paraphernalia 

to display either a sign with the international circle and slash symbolizing the prohibition of 

selling tobacco to minors or another permitted sign stating that state law prohibits the sale 

of tobacco products to minors. - Amends TCA Title 37; Title 38 and Title 39. 

Commercial Law - 1 

SB1594 / HB1710 501(c)(4) entities operating as advocacy organizations.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, exempts certain 501(c)(4) entities, operating as advocacy 

organizations, from registering as a charitable organization. - Amends TCA Title 48, 

Chapter 101, Part 5. 

Corrections - 7 

SB1592 / HB2368 Reestablishes the select oversight committee on corrections.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Recreates the select oversight committee on corrections and specifies membership of 

committee. Requires the committee to meet at least quarterly and at the call of the chair. 

Requires the committee to transmit a report of its activities to the general assembly by 

January 15 of each year. Also requires the committee to review proposed expenditures for 

corrections and make comments on such expenditures. Specifies other requirements of 

committee. 

SB2011 / HB2597 Standards for booking and processing areas used by police.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, exempts the booking and processing area used by a 

municipal police department for photographing and fingerprinting defendants and the room 

used by general sessions courts to hold prisoners in the courthouse who have been 

transferred from jail to the courthouse for arraignments and preliminary hearings from the 

standards of the Tennessee state corrections institute. - Amends TCA Title 41, Chapter 4. 

SB2037 / HB2334 Financial incentives to businesses who hire convicted felons.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnny W. Shaw  

Description State Summary - As introduced, encourages the department to study and develop a model 

program to provide financial incentives to businesses who hire persons convicted of 

felonies and under which the employee would remit to the department an amount from each 

paycheck during the period of participation in the program. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 41 

and Title 50. 

SB2216 / HB2451 Sentence reduction credits for diploma or GED.  
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Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Joe Towns Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits certain inmates to receive a sentence reduction 

credit of 15 percent of the sentence imposed for successfully receiving a high school 

diploma or graduate equivalency diploma while in prison. - Amends TCA Title 40 and Title 

41. 

SB2316 / HB2278 Mental health examination findings of inmates eligible for release.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the department to electronically report to the 

commissioner of correction mental health examination findings of inmates eligible for 

release when such examinations are requested by the commissioner. - Amends TCA Title 

33; Title 37; Title 40 and Title 41. 

SB2536 / HB1534 Sentence reduction credits - high school equivalency credentials.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Allows an inmate to receive sentence reduction credits for obtaining any high school 

equivalency credential. Current law only specifies GED.  

HB1486 Transfer of inmates to privately managed prisons.  

Sponsors Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description Prohibits the transfer of an inmate to any privately managed prison except the first private 

facility with which the commissioner of correction contracted.  

Criminal Law - 83 

SB1432 / HB1409 Possession of a handgun at arenas, stadiums and other sporting events.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description Provides that a person authorized to carry a handgun who is in possession of a firearm is 

prohibited from entering a public park or an event occurring at the park if a ticket or pass is 

required for entry and the park is owned or operated by a county or municipality, an 

instrumentality, or a company contracting with the government to conduct the event. 

Prohibits firearms in arenas, stadiums, and structures where a professional sports team 

plays, practices, or trains. 

SB1447 / HB1645 Extends statute of limitations for child abuse and related offenses.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Tilman Goins  

Description Extends the statute of limitations for child abuse, child neglect or endangerment, 

aggravated child abuse, and aggravated child neglect or endangerment to five years after the 

child reaches 18 years of age for misdemeanors and ten years after the child reaches 18 for 

a felony offense. 

SB1459 / HB1432 Adds offenses for which aggravated sexual battery is a lesser offense.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description Adds aggravated rape of a child and rape of a child as offenses for which aggravated sexual 

battery is a lesser included offense. 

SB1477 / HB1424 Reduces the fee for a lifetime handgun carry permit.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Reduces the fee for a lifetime handgun carry permit from $500 to $200. 
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SB1483 / HB1748 Possession and carrying of firearms.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description Allows persons above the age of 21 to carry a handgun without a permit. Specifies that 

persons 21 years of age or older can possess a handgun under the same circumstances and 

in the same places as a handgun permit holder. Clarifies that those persons who are 

prohibited by law from being in possession of a handgun cannot carry a handgun under this 

law. 

SB1485 / HB1512 Reporting of missing persons.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Expands the categories of missing citizens for whom a media alert is sent to include persons 

with disabilities. 

SB1564 / HB1528 Domestic assault, child abuse - eligibility for pretrial diversion.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, specifies that a defendant charged with the offense of 

domestic assault, child abuse, or child neglect or endangerment is not eligible for suspended 

prosecution and pretrial diversion. - Amends TCA Title 40, Chapter 15. 

SB1572 / HB1478 Establishes Class C felony for sixth offense DUIs.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description Specifies that a fourth or fifth DUI offense shall be sentenced as a felon and serve no less 

than 150 days and no more than the maximum punishment for a Class E felony. Specifies 

that a sixth offense DUI shall be sentenced as a felon and serve no less than 150 days and 

no more than the maximum punishment for a Class C felony offence. Clarifies that past 

punishments for "prior convictions" remain in place. Defines "prior convictions" and 

stipulates that they can be convictions in the state and in other jurisdictions, so long as the 

driver was under the influence of an intoxicant and the conviction occurs after the effective 

date. Removes Class E felony designation for third or subsequent conviction for simple 

possession or casual exchange of a controlled substance. Removes mandatory 24-hour litter 

removal requirement for first DUI offenders. Broadly captioned. 

SB1586 / HB1981 Offense of manufacturing marijuana concentrate.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description Creates the Class E felony offense of manufacturing marijuana concentrate by a process 

which uses an inherently hazardous substance such as butane, propane, and diethyl ether. 

Also creates Class A misdemeanor offense of owner or manager of premises knowingly 

allowing the process to occur on the premises. Makes manufacturing marijuana concentrate 

by a process which uses an inherently hazardous substance when a child is present 

aggravated child abuse. 

SB1596 / HB1484 Increases certain distracted driving offenses for bus drivers.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Eddie Smith  

Description Broadens the scope of the offense regarding a school bus driver using certain electronic 

devices while operating a bus with a child on board. Current law only applies to cellular, 

analog, wireless or digital telephones. This bill expands the scope to include any portable 

electronic device. Defines "portable electronic device" to include mobile, cellular, analog, 

wireless, or digital telephone, personal digital assistant, hand-held device with mobile data 

access, laptop computer, pager, broadband personal communication device, two-way 
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messaging device, electronic game, camera, portable computing device, or GPS system. 

Specifies that a violation is a Class A misdemeanor punishable by a minimum of 30 days 

confinement and a fine of not more than $1,000. Current law specifies that a violation is a 

Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $50.00  

SB1629 / HB1660 Termination date for legislation on woman assault of a fetus.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver  

Description Removes the July 1, 2016, termination date on the statute permitting the prosecution of a 

woman for assault of a fetus based on her illegal use of narcotic drugs while pregnant and 

creating the affirmative defense that the woman completed an addiction recovery program. 

SB1663 / HB1448 Sets penalty for unlawful photographing in violation of privacy.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Establishes the penalty for unlawful photographing in violation of privacy as a Class D 

felony instead of it being dependent upon whether or not the photograph has been 

disseminated to another individual and regardless of the age of the victim. Requires those 

convicted to register as a sexual offender, regardless of the victim's age or the defendant's 

dissemination of the photograph. 

SB1673 / HB1754 Sexual offender registry - human trafficking.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description Adds the offense of human trafficking to the list of sexual offenses that require the offender 

to register for the Tennessee sexual offender and violent sexual offender registration.  

SB1675 / HB1428 Requires GPS monitoring for domestic violence offenders.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires, rather than permits, the use of global positioning monitoring as a condition of bail 

for any person charged with a domestic violence offense, stalking, or a violation of an order 

of protection issued pursuant to title 36, chapter 3, part 6. 

SB1682 / HB1694 Increases penalty for offense of sexual contact by authority figure.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Increases penalty for offense of sexual contact by authority figure from Class A 

misdemeanor to Class E felony with a mandatory minimum $1,000 fine if the minor is less 

than 13 years of age at the time of the offense. 

SB1686 / HB1716 Custodial interference as a Class C misdemeanor.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Bud Hulsey  

Description Revises definition of custodial interference to include a natural or adoptive parent, step-

parent or grandparent detaining the child within this state or removing the child from this 

state during the noncustodial parent's lawful period of visitation, with the intent to violate 

the court-ordered visitation or a temporary or permanent judgment regarding visitation with 

the child. Makes such custodial interference a Class C misdemeanor.  

SB1714 / HB2031 Petitioning for expunction of multiple convictions.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Provides that an "eligible petitioner" is a person who has been convicted of multiple 

offenses such as those listed under T.C.A. 40-32-101(g), completed their sentence at least 

five years ago, met all requirements of the sentence, completed imprisonment or probation, 

met all conditions of release for each offense, and, if required, abstained from drug or 
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alcohol abuse. 

SB1727 / HB1715 Evading arrest - intentionally concealing oneself from police.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. John B. Holsclaw, Jr.  

Description Specifies that it is unlawful for a person to intentionally conceal himself or herself from 

anyone a person knows to be a law enforcement officer if the person knows the officer is 

attempting to arrest the person or the person has been arrested. 

SB1736 / HB2033 Posting of land to prevent possession of firearms.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Establishes that any person or entity who elects to prohibit the possession of firearms by a 

person authorized to carry a handgun and posts to prohibit the possession of firearms on the 

property, the posting entity, assumes custodial responsibility for the safety and defense of 

any handgun carry permit holder harmed while on the posted property for purposes of 

liability. Specifies responsibility of the person or entity posting for the safety and defense of 

the permit holder shall extend to the conduct of other invitees, trespassers, employees of the 

person or entity, vicious or wild animals, and defensible man-made and natural hazards. 

Stipulates that any injury occurring to handgun carry permit holders such as bodily injury 

or death, economic loss or expense, property damage or any other compensable loss as the 

result of conduct occurring on posted property that prohibits firearms shall create a cause of 

action against the person or entity with the posting. Establishes a two year statute of 

limitations. Requires notice or signage to state that any permit holder on posted property is 

under the custodial responsibility of the posting person or entity. Requires plaintiff to show 

by preponderance of the evidence that (1) the plaintiff was authorized to carry at the time of 

the incident, (2) the plaintiff was prohibited from carrying a firearm on the property where 

the incident occurred, and (3) the property was not required to be posted by state or federal 

law but was posted by choice of the defendant in order to prevail in an action brought under 

this law.  

SB1761 / HB2043 Charges for persons providing prayer instead of medical treatment.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, removes provision whereby a person who provides prayer 

in lieu of medical or surgical treatment could not be charged with the crime of child abuse, 

neglect, or endangerment solely for that reason. - Amends TCA Section 39-15-402. 

SB1841 / HB2120 Statute of limitation for aggravated statutory rape.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends the statute of limitation for aggravated statutory 

rape committed on or after July 1, 2016, to 25 years from the date the victim becomes 18 

years of age. - Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40, Chapter 2. 

SB1854 / HB1876 Reconstitutes the Tennessee sentencing commission.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reconstitutes the Tennessee sentencing commission. - 

Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 40. 

SB1855 / HB2580 Theft of a firearm.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Curry Todd  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes the offense of theft of a firearm, which is 

graded as one classification higher than the value of the firearm under the grading of theft. - 
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Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 14, Part 1 and Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13. 

SB1859 / HB2026 Offenses that may be expunged - theft of property or services.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, includes certain persons convicted of a Class D felony for 

theft of property or services, if the value of the property or services obtained is $1,000 or 

more but less than $10,000 as an offense that may be expunged from a person's public 

record. - Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40. 

SB1865 / HB1705 Parole consideration for minor convicted of first degree murder.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Amends the jury instruction on life imprisonment to say that defendants are not eligible for 

parole until they have served at least 51 years of their sentence, or 30 years if a minor. 

Clarifies that a minor transferred to adult status for first degree murder will not be eligible 

for parole until least 30 years have been served. Clarifies that a minor who receives life 

imprisonment for a first degree murder will be eligible for release when the defendant has 

earned 65% of 60 years less sentence reduction credits, but prohibits sentence reduction 

credits from reducing the percentage below 50% of the sentence imposed by the court. 

SB1896 / HB1752 Expunction of criminal records.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires public criminal records to be automatically 

expunged after two years from date of entry of any dismissal, nolle prosequi, or no true bill 

if not previously expunged upon court order or petition; establishes certain procedures for 

expunction without cost when charge is dismissed or nolle prosequi is entered. - Amends 

TCA Title 40, Chapter 32. 

SB1921 / HB1964 Purchasing of firearm by subject of order of protection.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the instant check unit of the TBI to contact the 

agency making an entry of an order of protection into the national crime information center 

within one day if the subject of the order of protection attempts to purchase a firearm. - 

Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 3, Part 6; Title 38, Chapter 6 and Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 

13. 

SB1925 / HB2141 Violations of drug-free school zones.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary - As introduced, specifies that violations of drug-free school zones that 

occur when schools are not in session for five consecutive days or more are not subject to 

enhanced and mandatory minimum sentences. - Amends TCA Section 39-17-432. 

SB1957 / HB1704 Sentencing for person convicted of selling of drugs in school zone.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes defendants convicted for having or selling drugs in 

school zones eligible for parole after serving 33 percent of the defendant's sentence; 

eliminates the requirement that defendants serve a mandatory minimum sentence before 

parole eligibility. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17. 

SB1962 / HB1779 Offense of stalking.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Jim Coley  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1859.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=198
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1705.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=35
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1752.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=178
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=198
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1964.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=177
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=10
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1925.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=214
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=35
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1704.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=215
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=35
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1779.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=215
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=17


TCCY Legislative Report  

1/22/2016 

7 

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various changes to the offense of stalking, including 

adding the use of a third party to contact or surveil the person to the definition of 

unsolicited contact. - Amends TCA Title 20, Chapter 14; Title 36, Chapter 3, Part 6 and 

Title 39. 

SB1973 / HB1978 Must be 21 to use tobacco or vapor products.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases age of persons allowed to use tobacco and vapor 

products from 18 years of age to 21 years of age. - Amends TCA Title 1, Chapter 3; Title 

39 and Title 68. 

SB1981 / HB2081 Establishes a pre-arrest diversion program.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the commissioner of mental health and 

substance abuse services, in consultation with the commissioner of health, to establish a 

pre-arrest diversion program from minor drug charges. - Amends TCA Title 33; Title 68 

and Title 71. 

SB1991 / HB2131 Higher education employee lawfully storing firearm in car.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Courtney Rogers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits public postsecondary institutions from taking any 

adverse action against an employee or student as a result of such person's lawful 

transportation and storage of a firearm or ammunition in the person's parked motor vehicle. 

- Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13 and Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1. 

SB1999 / HB1653 State liability in cases where defendant is determined indigent.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. David Alexander  

Description Confers upon state and counties liability for costs and fees in criminal cases where the 

defendant is determined indigent in all courts and not just courts of record. Requires the 

department of correction to pay costs and fees owed to a county for a criminal conviction 

within 60 days of the bill of costs being submitted to the department.  

SB2000 / HB1693 Offense of trafficking for a commercial sex act.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description Clarifies that for the offense of trafficking a person for a commercial sex act it is not a 

defense to prosecution that the intended victim was a law enforcement officer or that the 

victim is a minor who consented to the act or acts constituting the offense.  

SB2015 / HB2583 Prevention of Youth Access to Tobacco and Vapor Products Act reviews.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Curry Todd  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends from 30 days to 60 days the time within which a 

person may petition for review of a civil penalty that is assessed under the Prevention of 

Youth Access to Tobacco and Vapor Products Act. - Amends TCA Title 39. 

SB2021 / HB2547 Assault causing bodily injury - fines.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description State Summary - As introduced, imposes $5,000 fine on person convicted of assault causing 

bodily injury, regardless of the victim's status; imposes $15,000 fine on person convicted of 

aggravated assault regardless of victim's status; requires restitution order for persons 

convicted of aggravated assault. - Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40. 
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SB2023 / HB2091 Investigation of officer-involved shooting.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires investigation into an officer-involved shooting to 

be conducted by the TBI, which provides a report on the investigation to the district 

attorney general and attorney general and reporter; increases the amount awarded to the 

estate of an officer killed in the line of duty. - Amends TCA Title 7, Chapter 51, Part 2; 

Title 8, Chapter 6; Title 8, Chapter 7 and Title 38. 

SB2029 / HB1772 Magistrates not authorized to issue forfeiture warrants.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Jason Zachary  

Description Prohibits a general sessions judge from authorizing a magistrate or judicial commissioner 

who is not licensed in this state to issue forfeiture warrants. 

SB2035 / HB2546 Authorizes the issuance of gun violence restraining orders.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the issuance of gun violence restraining orders. 

- Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13. 

SB2043 / HB1429 Prohibits sex offenders from residing in on-campus student housing.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Prohibits persons registered, or required to register, as a sex offender from residing in any 

public institution of higher education's on campus student housing if: 1) The campus 

includes a public school, private or parochial school, licensed day care center, other child 

care facility, public park, playground, recreation center, or public athletic field available for 

use by the general public; or 2) The campus is within one thousand feet of a public school, 

private or parochial school, licensed day care center, other child care facility, or public 

athletic field available for use by the general public.  

SB2056 Requires human trafficking sign for businesses and entities to print.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of labor and workforce 

development to include in its electronic notification a copy of the Tennessee human 

trafficking resource center sign for businesses and entities to print. - Amends TCA Title 39. 

SB2058 Certain facilities to have criminal background checks.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises facilties and organizations that are required to have 

employees with direct patient care responsibilities to have criminal background checks; 

requires persons in those facilities and organizations that do not have criminal background 

checks to have registry checks; requires state agencies to send abuse referrals to department 

of health abuse registry. - Amends TCA Title 33 and Title 68. 

SB2081 / HB2039 Judicial diversion program for juveniles.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates judicial diversion program for juveniles, in which 

the juvenile would admit to a delinquent act, complete a one-year probation period, and 

have the charges against the child dismissed. - Amends TCA Title 37 and Title 40. 

SB2085 / HB2444 Department of agriculture - laws on tobacco products to minors online.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Steve McDaniel  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of agriculture to make the required 

annual report describing the department's enforcement efforts of state law in regard to sale 

of tobacco products to minors available on the department's web site. - Amends TCA Title 

39. 

SB2090 / HB2028 Juveniles sentenced as adults - sentence reduction.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes a procedure whereby a person who committed 

a crime while a juvenile, was transferred to adult court for trial, and was sentenced as an 

adult may petition the court for sentence reduction after service of 15 years imprisonment. - 

Amends TCA Title 40. 

SB2125 / HB2144 Definition of marijuana.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary - As introduced, excludes from the definition of marijuana, the cannabis 

plant, with less than 0.9% THC, including seeds, resins, and oils, if used by a four-year 

institution of higher education in the state as part of certain clinical research studies. - 

Amends TCA Section 39-17-402 and Chapter 936 of the Public Acts of 2014. 

SB2140 / HB2202 Criminal misconduct in office by a public servant.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes TBI to independently investigate cases of 

alleged criminal misconduct in office by a public servant upon request of law enforcement 

or TBI's own initiative; creates a special prosecutor panel to whom TBI reports and who 

may appoint a special prosecutor to prosecute the public official if the appropriate district 

attorney general declines to prosecute. - Amends TCA Title 38. 

SB2156 / HB1963 Destruction of public records related to expunction.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that certain public records be destroyed when 

certain orders of expunction are granted; defines the effect of an expunction order; sets the 

filing fee for the expunction of multiple convictions at $350. - Amends TCA Title 8, 

Chapter 21; Title 10 and Title 40, Chapter 32. 

SB2166 / HB2523 Petition for restoration of rights.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Joe E. Armstrong  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a court clerk who receives a petition for the 

restoration of rights from a petitioner who resides in that county to forward the petition to 

the clerk in the county where the conviction took place, if applicable, and requires such 

clerk to process the petition as if received directly from the petitioner. - Amends TCA Title 

2; Title 8, Chapter 21, Part 4; Title 18 and Title 40. 

SB2188 / HB1855 Child neglect - Class A misdemeanor.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. John B. Holsclaw, Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, expands Class A misdemeanor of child neglect to include 

knowingly neglecting a child so as to place the child in substantial risk of harm or injury. - 

Amends TCA Title 37 and Title 39. 

SB2212 / HB2050 Penalty for assault against a law enforcement officer.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Jimmy A. Eldridge  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, increases the penalty of assault to a Class E felony if 

committed against a law enforcement officer or first responder. - Amends TCA Title 39 and 

Title 40. 

SB2222 / HB1500 Attorney who makes a false statement to a court.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a Class A misdemeanor offense for any attorney 

who, with intent to deceive the court or a party in a civil or criminal proceeding, knowingly 

makes a false statement or submits a false document to the court or a party. - Amends TCA 

Title 23, Chapter 3 and Title 39, Chapter 16, Part 7. 

SB2223 / HB2166 Conviction of felony forgery - expunction of records.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases the threshold amount from $1000 to $2000 for a 

person convicted of felony forgery to be eligible for records expunction. - Amends TCA 

Title 40, Chapter 32. 

SB2243 / HB1454 Adds rape of a child as a lesser included offense of aggravated rape.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David Byrd  

Description Adds rape of a child as a lesser included offense of aggravated rape. 

SB2269 / HB2450 Assault committed at a sporting event.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Joe Towns Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a person who commits an assault at a sporting 

event from remaining on or entering the property during the same or another sporting event 

for the period of time determined by property management; punishes the entering of 

property during the established period of time as criminal trespass. - Amends TCA Title 39 

and Title 40. 

SB2276 / HB2044 Alcohol and drug treatment program a condition of probation.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, adds as a possible condition of probation that the court 

may impose participation in an alcohol and drug treatment program, if the defendant was 

charged with a drug offense, is pregnant or was pregnant at the time the offense was 

committed, and the defendant's use of alcohol or drugs was a contributing factor in the 

defendant's unlawful conduct. - Amends TCA Title 39; Title 40 and Chapter 820 of the 

Public Acts of 2014. 

SB2277 / HB2089 Creates a domestic violence offender registry.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a domestic violence offender registry to be 

maintained by the TBI. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 3, Part 6 and Title 39, Chapter 13, 

Part 1. 

SB2278 / HB1458 Increases penalty for reckless endangerment in certain circumstances.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Increases the penalty for reckless endangerment by discharging a firearm into a habitation 

or from within a motor vehicle from a Class E felony to a Class C felony. Specifies that 

each person endangered by the conduct constitutes a separate offense. 
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SB2282 / HB1666 Offense of harassment - use of technology.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, updates the offense of harassment with respect to the 

methods by which harassment may occur and broadens the offense to include the methods 

available through modern technology. - Amends TCA Section 39-17-308. 

SB2289 / HB2285 Sexual Conduct regarding prisoners  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes it an offense for a prisoner to have sexual contact 

with certain penal institution staff; imposes increased penalties for sexual offenses 

committed against certain employees or volunteers of a penal institution; requires the 

department to provide a report of sexual offenses that occur in all correctional institutions; 

protects employees who report or cooperate with the department from retaliation or adverse 

action. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 13, Part 5; Title 39, Chapter 16, Part 4 and Title 

41. 

SB2294 / HB2058 Offense of recklessly leaving a loaded firearm unattended.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates offense of recklessly leaving a loaded firearm 

unattended and readily accessible to a child under 13 years of age; creates certain defense. - 

Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13. 

SB2312 / HB2311 Crimes for which a person's rights of citizenship shall be revoked  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, limits the definition of infamous crimes for which a 

person's rights of citizenship shall be revoked to include only violent felonies. - Amends 

TCA Section 22-1-102; Title 39 and Title 40. 

SB2349 / HB1431 Prohibits smoking on state-owned property.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Bo Mitchell  

Description Prohibits smoking on the grounds of any state-owned property or any political subdivision 

of the state. Removes any past or future exemptions made for grounds of any state-owned 

property. 

SB2350 / HB1657 Allows local governments to prohibit smoking on public grounds.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description Allows local governmental entities to prohibit smoking by local ordinance on the grounds 

of any property owned by the political subdivision. 

SB2376 / HB1736 Higher education employees may carry handgun on campus.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Andy Holt  

Description Allows full-time employees of state public colleges or universities to carry a handgun while 

on property owned, operated, or used by the employing college or university if the 

employee has a valid Tennessee handgun carry permit.  

SB2388 / HB2135 Increases penalty for vehicular homicide as result of drag racing.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases the penalty for vehicular homicide as a result of 

drag racing or conduct creating a substantial risk of death or serious bodily injury to a Class 
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B felony and vehicular homicide in a posted construction zone where the victim was an 

employee of the department of transportation to a Class C felony. - Amends TCA Title 39, 

Chapter 13, Part 2. 

SB2400 / HB2483 Fee charged for expunction of criminal records.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, deletes the $350 fee charged for expunction of criminal 

records. - Amends TCA Section 8-21-401 and Title 40. 

SB2407 / HB2309 Discharge of a firearm without lawful authority at a public event.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, punishes as Class C misdemeanor or Class E felony 

reckless endangerment the discharge of a firearm without lawful authority at a public 

gathering or event at which 25 or more people are present. - Amends TCA Section 39-13-

103 and Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13. 

SB2409 / HB2299 Offense for the knowing disclosure of nonconsensual pornography.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Bill Beck  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a Class E felony offense for the knowing disclosure 

of nonconsensual pornography. - Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40. 

SB2413 / HB2367 Life imprisonment - eligibility for release.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a defendant who is sentenced to life imprisonment 

to become release eligible after service of 60 percent of 60 years, and in no event less than 

25 years including sentence reduction credits; permits a defendant convicted under prior 

law to request parole eligibility be determined pursuant to this act. - Amends TCA Title 39, 

Chapter 13, Part 2 and Section 40-35-501. 

SB2415 / HB2270 Court determination of indigence for those on probation.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows the court that places a person on misdemeanor 

probation, if supervision would be extended or family or child support obligations could not 

be met because of the supervision fees and court costs and fines and other fees, to declare 

the person to be indigent. - Amends TCA Title 8; Title 16; Title 37; Title 40; Title 41 and 

Title 55. 

SB2424 / HB2370 Increases penalties for assault against correctional officers.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, imposes increased penalties for assault and aggravated 

assault committed against correctional officers, guards, jailers, or other employees of a 

penal institution; requires the department to provide a report each month detailing the 

number of assaults that occur in all correctional institutions. - Amends TCA Title 39, 

Chapter 13, Part 1 and Title 41. 

SB2436 / HB2359 Study on juvenile use of firearms in criminal activity.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description Creates a study committee within the general assembly to study juvenile use of firearms in 

criminal activity. Requires the committee to report its findings to the speakers of the house 

and senate by December 1, 2016. 
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SB2441 / HB1706 Use of body cameras by law enforcement officers.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Specifies that only law enforcement officers with the authority to conduct searches and 

make arrests are to be permitted to wear a body camera. Requires any law enforcement 

agency that uses body cameras to adopt a written policy for the use of the body cameras and 

requires the written policy to be in effect before any law enforcement officers are equipped 

with body cameras. Also requires law enforcement officers to receive a copy of the written 

policy and training in the use of body cameras before using such cameras. Specifies 

situations in which a law enforcement officer is prohibited from wearing a body camera. 

Requires the retention of certain body camera recordings.  

SB2444 / HB2098 Creates the TN Sobriety program.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates TN Sobriety program which requires defendants 

charged with certain alcohol-related driving offenses to submit to twice daily sobriety 

testing as a condition of bond. - Amends TCA Title 40 and Title 55. 

SB2495 / HB2562 Knowingly failing to report child sexual abuse - fines.  

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a defendant convicted of knowingly failing to 

report child sexual abuse to pay a minimum fine of $2,500 if the defendant was in a 

position of trust or had supervisory or disciplinary power over the victim by virtue of the 

defendant's legal, professional, or occupational status. - Amends TCA Title 37; Title 39 and 

Title 49. 

SB2576 / HB1427 Officers must use NCIC background checks during arrests.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mark White  

Description Requires law enforcement officers to utilize the National Crime Information Center 

database to perform a criminal records check upon each arrest. Establishes a statutory 

procedure for bail revocation hearings for the denial of bail based on a criminal act or acts 

while on bail. Requires special bail conditions if a person has prior alcohol-related offenses. 

SB2585 / HB2193 Expunged within 60 days if a case is dismissed  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires all court records be expunged within 60 days and 

the restoration of a person's status if a case is dismissed or an informal adjustment without 

adjudication is granted; allows a person adjudicated unruly to petition the juvenile court for 

expunction. - Amends TCA Section 37-1-153. 

SB2611 / HB2399 Increases penalty for statutory rape by an authority figure.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mary Littleton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases penalty for statutory rape by an authority figure 

from Class C felony to Class B felony if more than a four-year age difference; creates Class 

C felony penalty for statutory rape by an authority figure if less than four-year age 

difference. - Amends TCA Section 39-13-532. 

SB2613 / HB2500 Extension of juvenile court jurisdiction over certain offenders.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mark White  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends the juvenile court's jurisdiction for a child who 
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commits certain delinquent acts to the child's 25th birthday; permits the court to impose any 

sentence on the child during that time that could have been imposed if the child had been 

convicted as an adult. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1 and Section 40-35-303. 

SB2628 / HB2353 Age-restricted venues and smoking.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that the age-restricted venue exception to the no 

smoking law applies only to persons entering such facilities other than employees. - 

Amends TCA Title 39 and Title 40. 

HB1875 Mental health screening for certain juveniles found delinquent.  

Sponsors Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires juveniles to undergo a mental health screening 

after being found delinquent twice of an offense that would be considered a misdemeanor if 

committed by an adult; makes the drug-free school zone statute inapplicable if school is not 

in session. - Amends TCA Title 37 and Title 39. 

Economic Development - 2 

SB1456 / HB1708 Quarterly reports can be requested by commissioner of health.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Mary Littleton  

Description Adds condensed quarterly reports to the types of statistical reports about patients the 

commissioner of health may request a hospital submit after consultation with the Tennessee 

Hospital Association. 

SB1905 / HB1669 ECD grants, loans - noncompliance with immigration laws.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Jeremy Durham  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the availability of department of economic and 

community development grants, loans, and incentives to jurisdictions in which the local 

governmental entity has adopted ordinances or policies expressly prohibiting, or in which 

an official has materially interfered with, compliance with federal law pertaining to persons 

who reside in the state illegally, until compliance is proven; requires private employers with 

less than six employees to comply with employment verification requirements. - Amends 

TCA Title 4; Title 7; Title 9; Title 12; Title 50 and Title 67. 

Education - 161 

SB1431 / HB1407 In-state tuition for children of military parents killed in Tennessee.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Grants in-state tuition and fees at public higher education institutions to certain dependent 

children of military parents regardless of place of residency if the military parent perished 

as the result of a targeted attack that occurred in Tennessee. Requires dependent children 

satisfy other necessary qualifications for admission into the educational institution to 

qualify for the grant.  

SB1439 / HB1418 Prohibits inclusion of religious doctrine in school curriculums.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description Prohibits the state board of education from including religious doctrine in the curriculum 
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standards for any grade prior to grade ten. Orders the state board to provide curriculum 

standards relative to teaching religion in the context of history or geography, for grades ten 

through twelve. Prohibits one religion from being emphasized over another religion in those 

select grades and forbids the teaching of any religious doctrine. 

SB1470 / HB1488 Metro Nashville board of education - meetings by electronic means.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Jason Powell  

Description Allows the Metropolitan Nashville local board of education to conduct meetings by 

electronic means under the same circumstances as other local boards of education.  

SB1559 / HB1644 Private K-12 institutions must implement handgun carry permit policy.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Tilman Goins  

Description Requires the chief administrative officer of a private K-12 school or private college to 

implement a handgun carry policy that either permits or prohibits a person who has a 

handgun carry permit from carrying on the grounds or buildings of a private K-12 school or 

private college. Requires the school to make available and known the handgun carry rules 

to the students attending the school, the parents or guardians of those students, and the 

faculty and staff of the school.  

SB1566 / HB1979 Educational institutions - charitable solicitations.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, specifies that educational institutions exempt from 

registering with the division of charitable solicitations, includes institutions that are 

approved by the local board of education, the achievement school district, or the state board 

of education; extends certain renewal of registration filings for an additional 60 days. - 

Amends TCA Title 48, Chapter 101. 

SB1568 / HB2077 Accessing of student records.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Jerry Sexton  

Description Requires LEAs to maintain official records concerning who accesses student educational 

records or personally identifiable information and when and why the access occurs. 

Requires a second factor authentication for access of electronic records. Also requires email 

notification of a student's parent or guardian of access of the student's records.  

SB1569 / HB1562 Legal counsel of LEA prohibited from holding other position.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Prohibits legal counsel for a school district from holding any other position with the school 

district. Prohibits legal counsel for a county or city school district from holding another 

position with the county or city government. 

SB1570 / HB1737 Hiring of legal counsel and financial staff for LEAs.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Andy Holt  

Description Requires the local board of education to hire legal counsel, finance staff, and 

communications staff for the LEA who shall serve at the will of the local board of 

education. Specifies that such staff will not be under the control or management of the 

director of schools. 

SB1584 / HB1983 Eligibility for TN STEP UP scholarship.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows eligible students to receive the STEP UP 
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scholarship for up to four years; changes the entity that, recognition from which, makes a 

postsecondary program eligible for purposes in the STEP UP scholarship. - Amends TCA 

Section 49-4-943. 

SB1588 / HB1980 Registration of buses used exclusively for school transportation.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description Permits a school bus for which an LEA contracts with the owner of the bus for exclusive 

use for school transportation purposes to be registered as a passenger motor vehicle instead 

of a motor vehicle operating for hire. Requires person seeking such registration for the 

school bus to provide documentation that the person has contracted with an LEA and to 

sign a statement affirming that the school bus will be used exclusively for the school 

transportation purposes.  

SB1595 / HB1489 TN School for the Deaf high school in honor of Alan J. Mealka.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Names the new high school to be constructed for the Tennessee School for the Deaf in 

honor of Alan J. Mealka.  

SB1598 / HB1638 Funding for regional schools created by LEAs.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Establishes manner of funding for regional schools having a specific focus, such as STEM 

education that are created by LEAs.  

SB1599 / HB1481 Monetarily incentivizes teachers for exceptional evaluations.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Eddie Smith  

Description Institutes a $5,000 bonus for tenured teachers who receive a performance evaluation of 

"above expectations" or better for at least four years during any five-year period after the 

beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. Authorizes the $5,000 to be paid from the 

education trust fund. Excludes supervisors, principals, and directors of schools from 

eligibility for bonus. 

SB1606 / HB1968 Local School District Empowerment Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description Provides for the reestablishment of elected office of school superintendent for county or 

municipal school systems upon two-thirds vote of governing body of county or 

municipality and approval in an election on the question by the voters. Limits the 

reestablishment of the office of elected school superintendent to no more than ten LEAs. 

Specifies that the purpose of such limitation is to create a pilot program to allow the 

department of education to study the relevant procedures of reestablishing the office. 

Provides for qualifications of candidates for elected office of school superintendent and 

adjusts duties of the local board of education in county or city school systems electing 

superintendents. Creates a mechanism for systems that have reestablished the office of 

elected superintendent to abolish such office and return to appointment and employment of 

a director of schools (15 pp.) 

SB1625 / HB1699 Tuition waivers for full-time state employees.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary - As introduced, provides tuition and fee waivers to full-time state 

employees for up to four courses per academic year provided the courses do not coincide. - 

Amends TCA Section 8-50-114. 
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SB1638 / HB1681 Responsibilities of office of research and education accountability.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the investigative and reporting responsibilities of 

the office of research and education accountability in the office of the comptroller and 

makes other changes concerning the collection and reporting of data related to education. - 

Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 3; Title 10, Chapter 7; Section 49-1-106; Section 49-1-107; 

Section 49-1-302; Section 49-1-613; Section 49-1-908; Section 49-4-903; Section 49-6-109 

and Section 49-6-4216. 

SB1652 / HB1498 Length of school term.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires the state board of education to promulgate rules permitting the length of the 

school term to be calculated by instructional hours as well as the current number of 

instructional days. 

SB1653 / HB1477 LEAs to offer six postsecondary credit courses.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, requires each LEA to offer students in each of 

its high schools the opportunity to take at least 6 early postsecondary credit courses, 

including Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual credit courses. 

SB1654 / HB1642 Public school teachers as Promise scholarship mentors.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Encourages public school teachers to volunteer to be Promise scholarship mentors by 

crediting them with one day of in-service for volunteering as mentors and completing all 

required mentorship tasks. Also encourages retired teachers to be Promise scholarship 

mentors by granting them one year of eligibility to the state employee discount program for 

volunteering as mentors. 

SB1664 / HB1744 Retired teachers returning to teach - loss of benefits.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Dawn White  

Description Revises requirements for retired teachers to return to teaching without loss of retirement 

benefits. Specifies that retired teacher may accept employment as a kindergarten through 

grade 12 teacher without loss or suspension of retirement benefits under the following 

conditions: (1) The retired teacher holds any teacher's professional license or certificate; (2) 

The retired teacher's appointment to serve cannot exceed one year; (3) The retired teacher 

shall not be entitled to tenure status; (4) The retired teacher shall not be eligible to accrue 

additional retirement benefits or leave; and (5) The retired teacher shall not receive 

automatic credit for years of experience in determining compensation. 

SB1666 / HB1741 Tuition discount for full-time certified public school teachers.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description Authorizes a 25 percent tuition discount at any state-operated institution of higher 

education for full-time certified public school teachers. Directs THEC to promulgate rules 

necessary to implement such discount. 

SB1680 / HB1727 Tuition discounts for children of school support staff.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Allows children of full-time public school support staff employees to receive a 25 percent 
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tuition discount to any state institution of higher education.  

SB1685 / HB1630 Fire drills and safety drill performed by teacher.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description Removes a teacher's duty to perform fire drills, intruder drills, or any other safety or 

emergency drills. 

SB1687 / HB1755 Computer science class to satisfy the fine arts requirement.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, allows a student to enroll and complete one 

computer science class to satisfy the fine arts requirement for high school graduation as set 

by the state board of education.  

SB1695 / HB1665 General assembly merit scholarship - home school students.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises eligibility requirements for home school students 

and students who graduate from an ineligible high school to receive the general assembly 

merit scholarship. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-916. 

SB1707 / HB2229 Payroll deduction of professional employees' dues.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Billy Spivey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits school districts and state special schools from 

paying through payroll deduction their professional employees' dues to a professional 

employee association. - Amends TCA Section 8-23-204 and Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 6. 

SB1708 / HB1506 TN Promise Scholarship - dependents of military parents.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Courtney Rogers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends the Tennessee Promise Scholarship to dependents 

of Tennessee military parents who are stationed outside of the state. - Amends TCA Section 

49-4-708. 

SB1709 / HB1510 Tuition discount for child of state employee.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Courtney Rogers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a child of a state employee or a public school 

teacher to continue to receive a tuition discount for graduate-level studies if the child 

graduates with an undergraduate degree within four years of first receiving the discount. - 

Amends TCA Section 8-50-115 and Section 49-7-119. 

SB1710 / HB2609 Annual report by commissioner of education - assessments.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Dawn White  

Description Requires the annual report of the commissioner of education to include an evaluation of the 

alignment of the TCAP assessments with the curriculum standards as indicated by the 

scores of the students tested during the immediately preceding school year.  

SB1711 / HB1435 Requires LEA to provide remedial programs for high school seniors.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires LEA's to provide remedial programs for high school seniors who are not college 

ready in English and Mathematics. Requires the remedial programs to be conducted for 

students who score less than college ready on the ACT during the junior year. Requires the 

program be in place by the 2017-2018 school year.  
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SB1712 / HB2306 Out-of-state undergraduate students - waiver of certain fees.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits undergraduate students to attend public institutions 

of higher education, except the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, without payment of 

out-of-state tuition and fees if they are United States citizens and meet certain academic 

requirements. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 

9. 

SB1719 / HB2137 Tuition discounts for full-time law enforcement, firefighters.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description Allows full-time law enforcement officers and firefighters to enroll in one course per term 

at any state-operated college or university without paying tuition charges, maintenance fees, 

student activity fees, or registration fees. 

SB1720 / HB1676 Tuition discount for dependent children of law enforcement.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Marc Gravitt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, provides dependent children of full-time law enforcement 

officers and firefighters, who are under 24 years of age, with a 25 percent discount on 

tuition to attend any state-operated institution of higher learning. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 7. 

SB1721 / HB1675 Repaying of tuition by state employee.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Marc Gravitt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a state employee to repay the cost of a tuition and 

fee waiver at a public institution of higher education if the student withdraws or fails the 

course in which the state employee enrolled with the waiver; requires the amount of the 

waiver be paid before enrolling in another course at a public institution of higher education, 

unless the state employee shows that the withdrawal or failure was the result of a 

documented medical or personal reason. - Amends TCA Section 8-50-114; Title 49, 

Chapter 8; Title 49, Chapter 9 and Title 49, Chapter 7. 

SB1731 / HB1807 Authorizer fee for charter schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Permits the state board of education to collect an authorizer fee of up to four percent from 

charter schools that it authorizes. Specifies that funds from the authorizer fee are to be used 

exclusively for fulfilling authorizing obligations. 

SB1732 / HB1672 Grants for Leader in Me pilot program.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. David Byrd  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a pilot program to provide grants to elementary and 

middle schools to implement the Leader in Me® pilot program. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 1, Part 2. 

SB1734 / HB1680 Ex officio members of THEC.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Allows designees of the comptroller of the treasury, the secretary of state and the state 

treasurer to serve as ex officio members on THEC. Broadly captioned. 

SB1735 / HB1568 Individualized education account available for certain new students.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  
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Description Extends the Individualized Education Act to students attending a Tennessee school for the 

first time instead of just students attending a Tennessee public school for the first time, 

provided the students also meets other requirements. Allows the department of education to 

remit funds to individualized education accounts at least quarterly rather than quarterly. 

SB1739 / HB1753 ASDs - determining of overall student growth.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department, for purposes of determining 

overall student growth and achievement for a school under the jurisdiction of the ASD, to 

only consider the achievement growth of students originally zoned to the school prior to the 

school's placement under the jurisdiction of the ASD. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, 

Part 6. 

SB1755 Training and policies regarding suicide prevention in schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey  

Description Requires the state board of education to develop a list of approved training materials to 

fulfill the requirements regarding two hours of in-service training for teachers and 

principals in regard to suicide prevention education. Also requires LEAs to adopt policies 

on student suicide prevention. Provides certain immunity related to training in suicide 

prevention.  

SB1762 / HB1696 Responsibilities of board of trustees of UT system.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the board of trustees of the University of 

Tennessee system to appoint the chief executive officers of the institutions upon the 

recommendation of the president of the system; delineates further the powers of the board 

of trustees. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB1797 / HB1787 Abolishes ASD and places certain schools under innovation zone.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description Abolishes the achievement school district (ASD) at the close of the 2015-2016 school year. 

Permits teachers employed at the ASD to return as an employee of the LEA, at the LEA's 

discretion, if they previously were employed with the LEA. Allows the LEA to hire former 

ASD teachers. Requires a LEA in the area in which a charter school is located to become 

the chartering authority for a charter school authorized by the LEA. Permits LEA to revoke 

or deny renewal of the charter agreement is school is identified as a priority school for four 

consecutive years. Requires charter schools to submit a renewal application to the LEA 

upon expiration of the charter agreement in which the LEA can revoke or approve the 

renewal. Requires all school facilities operated under the ASD to be returned to the LEA. 

Requires all schools that perform in the bottom 2.5 percent of schools in overall 

achievement as determined by the performance standards of the state board to be governed 

under an LEA innovation zone beginning with the 2017-2018 school year. Allows various 

funds to be submitted to an innovation zone to fulfill improving low-performing schools.  

SB1812 / HB2020 Grades served by school assigned to ASD.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Bill Beck  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a school assigned to the ASD from serving 

grades other than those served by the school before its assignment to the ASD; if a school is 

assigned to the ASD, prohibits the ASD from recruiting students zoned for another school. - 

Amends TCA Title 49. 
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SB1822 / HB1831 Deadlines for LEAs to set and post school calendars.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description Requires LEAs to set the school calendar for the next school year by December 31 each 

year and post the school calendar to the LEA's web site by the following January 15. 

SB1831 / HB2426 Lottery scholarships - quality points for honors courses.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. Tilman Goins  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires all LEAs using the uniform grading system for 

lottery scholarship purposes, and another grading system based on quality points for other 

purposes, to award additional quality points for honors and other advanced courses 

uniformly. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB1843 / HB1884 Hierarchical organizational chart for higher education systems.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Martin Daniel  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires THEC and the governing bodies of higher 

education systems and institutions to include hierarchical organizational chart in the budget 

documents presented to the finance, ways and means committees of the senate and house. - 

Amends TCA Title 3; Title 4; Title 12 and Title 49. 

SB1844 / HB1853 Allows border state students to receive in-state tuition.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows students from a border state to receive in-state 

tuition. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB1845 / HB2383 Reporting by LEAs on programs regarding harassment.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Mike Carter  

Description Requires each LEA to annually report to the department of education the number and types 

of task forces, programs, and initiatives established concerning harassment, intimidation, 

bullying, or cyber-bullying.  

SB1847 / HB1851 Tuition rates at public institutions of higher education.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires all public institutions of higher education charge 

the same rate of tuition and fees for full-time students. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; 

Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB1856 / HB2272 TN Promise scholarship community service requirement.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, changes the date by which the Tennessee Promise 

scholarship community service requirement for a fall semester must be fulfilled from 

August 1 to July 1, beginning with the 2017-2018 academic year. - Amends TCA Section 

49-4-708. 

SB1858 / HB1756 Nonrecurring expenditures for priority schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that, if in any fiscal year a local government 

appropriates funds for priority schools for nonrecurring expenditures evidenced by a written 

agreement with the LEA establishing the nonrecurring use of the funds, such funds be 

excluded from the maintenance of local funding requirements and from any apportionment 
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requirements under the BEP. - Amends TCA Title 5; Title 6; Title 7 and Title 49. 

SB1861 / HB2024 Filling of vacancies - teachers on list of reemployment.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description Requires the director of schools to consider all teachers who are on the list for 

reemployment for any vacant position for which the teachers are certified to fill.  

SB1862 / HB1780 Posting of toll free number for child abuse reporting.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Jim Coley  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires every elementary and secondary school to post the 

toll-free telephone number operated by the department of children's services to receive 

reports of child abuse or neglect in a clearly visible location in a public area that is readily 

accessible to students. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB1864 / HB2489 Teaching of elementary students by nonprofit corporations.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the commissioner of education to promulgate 

rules to allow a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation to enter a school to teach kindergarten 

through third-grade students various subjects. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB1868 / HB1878 Meetings of administrative departments of UT considered open.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the administrative departments of the University 

of Tennessee at Knoxville to make meetings directly affecting current students, alumni, 

faculty, or staff of the university subject to the open meetings laws; excludes meetings 

discussing personal or confidential information. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 44 and 

Title 49. 

SB1893 / HB2183 Report on Tennessee HOPE foster child tuition grant program.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires TSAC to annually prepare a status report for the 

governor and general assembly on the Tennessee HOPE foster child tuition grant program. 

- Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB1899 / HB1485 Changes certain requirements for voluntary pre-k programs.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Mark White  

Description Requires an LEA as part of its application for funding and approval of one or more pre-K 

programs to include (1) a plan for ensuring coordination between voluntary pre-K 

classrooms and elementary schools within the LEA, with the goal of ensuring that 

elementary grade instruction builds upon pre-K classroom experiences; (2) a plan for 

engaging parents and families of voluntary pre-K students throughout the school year; and 

(3) a plan for delivering relevant and meaningful professional development to voluntary 

pre-K teachers, specific to ensuring a high quality pre-K experience. Requires LEAs that 

receive pre-K program approval to utilize the pre-K/kindergarten growth portfolio model 

approved by the state board of education in the evaluation of pre-K and kindergarten 

teachers. Requires the office of early learning within the department of education to 

approve a kindergarten entry screener that LEAs shall administer to all students entering 

kindergarten beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, to provide educators with baseline 

information about where their students are when the students enter kindergarten and to 

provide usable data concerning how well students have been prepared in their preschool 
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experience.  

SB1900 / HB1931 Incident reports to omit victim's name for bullying reports.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Mark White  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a principal making a report of a bullying incident 

to ensure the victim's name is not included in the report. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB1902 / HB2066 Spending limits by University of Tennessee on certain programs.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Martin Daniel  

Description State Summary - As introduced, limits spending by the University of Tennessee on 

diversity, multicultural, or sustainability programs to $2,500,000 per year; requires an 

annual written report to the general assembly on such expenditures; prohibits employees 

working in diversity offices from engaging in certain activities; prohibits employees 

working primarily in other areas from working on diversity, multicultural, and 

sustainability programs. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB1912 / HB2248 No state funding for UT office of diversity and inclusion.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits state funds from being expended in support of the 

office for diversity and inclusion at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; diverts such 

funding to a program for placing decals of the national motto on local and state law 

enforcement vehicles. - Amends TCA Title 9 and Title 49. 

SB1927 / HB2010 Legislation related to rights of students and parents posted online.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department to post on the department's web 

site all legislation enacted by the general assembly related to the rights of students and 

parents or legal guardians; requires the LEA to provide a link to the list on the web site of 

the LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 2. 

SB1933 / HB2094 Apportions certain funds for nonrecurring education expenses.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Bill Sanderson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, includes funds appropriated for nonrecurring education 

expenses in the apportionment requirement. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-314. 

SB1952 / HB1882 Tennessee Promise for students enrolled in middle college programs.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends eligibility for the Tennessee Promise scholarship 

to students enrolled in middle college programs; allows student who earns an associate 

degree in a middle college program to be eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship when 

transferring to an eligible four-year postsecondary institution. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 4. 

SB1967 / HB1793 Physical education curriculum report to the general assembly.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. David Byrd  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department to evaluate physical education 

curriculum in the state and make a yearly report of the evaluation to the general assembly 

by July 1. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB1975 / HB2011 Public college or university to hold public meeting.  
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Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a public college or university to hold a public 

meeting on a topic of interest to students, alumni, faculty, or staff with an opportunity for 

public comment if the university receives a petition of at least 5,000 signatures. - Amends 

TCA Title 49. 

SB1983 / HB2148 LEAs to provide students with certain periods of physical activity.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires LEAs to provide students with certain periods of 

physical activity depending on grade level; deletes an obsolete reporting requirement. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB1984 / HB2160 LEAs to use the ACT assessments instead of end of course tests.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes LEAs to use the ACT and ACT Aspire suite of 

assessments instead of the TCAP, TNReady, and end of course exams. - Amends TCA Title 

49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB1992 / HB2071 Training school personnel about suicide prevention.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Mary Littleton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of education to develop materials 

for training school personnel about suicide prevention; requires the department to establish 

a model policy on suicide prevention; requires an LEA to adopt its own policy or the model 

policy on suicide prevention. - Amends TCA Title 33 and Title 49. 

SB2001 / HB1852 Governor's Three Star Physical Education and Literacy Program."  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates the "Governor's Three Star Physical Education and 

Literacy Program." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, 

Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB2002 / HB1976 LEA policies on harassment, intimidation, bullying.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various revisions to an LEA's policies on 

harassment, intimidation, bullying, or cyber-bullying, such as requiring the principal or 

principal's designee to initiate an investigation and determine the appropriate intervention 

within 20 days of the incident. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 45. 

SB2012 / HB2251 Certain students may taste alcoholic beverages as part of course.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Steve McManus  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows a student, who has completed at least 60 hours of 

coursework and is taking a required course for a bachelor's degree designed to train 

industry professionals in the production of fermented or distilled food or beverage products, 

to taste alcoholic beverages as part of instruction in the required course, under certain 

circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 57. 

SB2019 / HB2157 Disciplinary proceedings - students involved in criminal activity.  

Sponsors Sen. Ferrell Haile / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, specifies due process requirements for students of public 

higher education institutions in disciplinary proceedings involving allegations of sexual 
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violence or other criminal activity. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2030 / HB1794 Eligibility for tenure for teachers.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. David Byrd  

Description State Summary - As introduced, expands eligibility for tenure to include a teacher who has 

been rated "at expectations or above," instead of the levels of "above expectations" or 

"significantly above expectations." - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2039 / HB2505 TN Promise scholarship - students with learning disabilities.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a student with a documented learning disability 

who is unable to take 12 semester hours as required for the Tennessee Promise scholarship 

to be eligible for the scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4. 

SB2042 / HB2480 Recreates the special joint committee on education.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Kevin Dunlap  

Description State Summary - As introduced, recreates the special joint committee on education. - 

Amends TCA Title 3 and Title 49. 

SB2044 / HB2360 Prohibits virtual schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits virtual schools. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2052 / HB2161 Deletes a definition of a nonexistent scholarship.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Marc Gravitt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, deletes a definition of a nonexistant scholarship. - Amends 

TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9. 

SB2080 / HB2610 TN intercollegiate state legislature foundation audit.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Dawn White  

Description State Summary - As introduced, subjects the Tennessee intercollegiate state legislature 

foundation to examination and audit by the comptroller. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 

and Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 20. 

SB2082 / HB2093 Cost of producing a baccalaureate degree.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that, beginning with the 2017–2018 academic 

year, the cost of producing an associate or baccalaureate degree at a public institution of 

higher education not exceed the United States average cost of producing an associate or 

baccalaureate degree respectively as determined by the national center for higher education 

management systems. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, 

Chapter 9. 

SB2088 / HB1974 Training in the use of AEDs.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires schools having automatic external defibrillators 

(AEDs) to have annual training in the use of AEDs and an annual CPR/AED drill for 

school personnel; requires students in junior high or senior high to receive training in the 

use of AEDs during CPR instruction and, if the school has an AED, participate in a 

CPR/AED drill. - Amends TCA Title 49. 
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SB2098 / HB2147 Recruiting by patriotic societies in schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the principal of a school to allow a patriotic 

society time to recruit students to the society during school hours. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 6, Part 3. 

SB2117 / HB2261 Membership of the directors of schools association.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John Forgety  

Description State Summary - As introduced, opens membership of the directors of schools association 

to include school system-wide supervisory staff, principals, and assistant principals; allows 

membership dues to be set in bylaws instead of constitution. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 2, Part 21. 

SB2118 / HB2260 Referees and coaches must have criminal background check, fingerprints  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John Forgety  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires referees or officiates of interscholastic athletic 

events to submit to a criminal background investigation and provide a fingerprint sample. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 4. 

SB2130 / HB2341 Extension of tuition discount program for children of teachers.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Kent Calfee  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends the present tuition discount program for children 

of full-time public school teachers to a child of a full-time active public school teacher who 

dies while the child is not enrolled in a public institution of higher learning. - Amends TCA 

Section 49-7-119. 

SB2150 / HB2479 Study on weight of textbooks.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Kevin Dunlap  

Description Requires the commissioner of education to study the weight of textbooks used by students 

in elementary and secondary schools and to make recommendations based on that study to 

the education committee of the senate and the education administration and planning 

committee of the house. Requires the study to be done at least every five years. 

SB2159 / HB2462 Opting out of certain testing.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits LEAs from requiring high school students to take 

any standardized test that is not state-mandated or a college admissions test; permits parents 

of certain students to opt the students out of state-mandated standardized test; requires the 

office of research and education accountability to update a 2002 report on testing. - Amends 

TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and 

Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB2161 / HB2602 Eliminates out-of-state tuition and fees at community colleges.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, eliminates out-of-state tuition and fees at community 

colleges. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 8. 

SB2162 / HB2522 TNReady assessments hold student and teacher harmless  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Joe E. Armstrong  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, holds teachers who do not have access to individual 

student growth data harmless on their evaluations and students harmless on their grades in 

the first year of administration of TNReady assessments from the results obtained from 

those assessments. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, 

Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

SB2163 / HB2521 Age requirement for night schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Joe E. Armstrong  

Description State Summary - As introduced, raises the age of students, from age 12 and over to age 16 

and over, for whom boards of education may establish and maintain night schools. - 

Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2164 / HB2491 TN financial literacy program - info on home mortgages.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the Tennessee financial literacy commission to 

include information in educational programs designed to improve understanding of 

mortgages, home-buying tax incentives, and the home-buying process. - Amends TCA Title 

49. 

SB2165 / HB2490 Annual report on virtual schools extends to September 1  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, changes the date by which the department of education 

must submit its annual report on virtual schools, from July 1 to September 1. - Amends 

TCA Title 49. 

SB2168 / HB2492 Recognition of high school graduates for community service.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires public institutions of higher education to 

recognize at graduation students who voluntarily perform community service substantially 

complying with the rules for community service under the Tennessee Promise scholarship 

program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB2172 / HB2236 Use of public and private funds for community school grants.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows the department to use available public funds, in 

addition to private funds, to make community school grants. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 6, Part 24. 

SB2178 / HB2488 Charter school operator to demonstrate certain student achievement.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a charter school operator to demonstrate certain 

student achievement levels before a charter school operator is authorized to operate any 

other public charter school within either the ASD or an LEA. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-

614 and Title 49, Chapter 13. 

SB2182 / HB2203 Commissioner of education must have, at minimum, a college education.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Andy Holt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, that the commissioner have a minimum of a bachelor of 

arts or science degree from an accredited college or university. - Amends TCA Title 2; Title 

4 and Title 49. 

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2163.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=1
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2164.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=207
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2165.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=207
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2168.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=207
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB2236.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=18
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2178.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=207
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB2203.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=182
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=157


TCCY Legislative Report  

1/22/2016 

28 

SB2185 / HB2319 Home schooling of student - notice.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. John B. Holsclaw, Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a parent of any student who is withdrawn from 

school mid-school year to be home schooled to notify the director of schools of the parent's 

intention to home school the student. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-3050. 

SB2186 / HB1905 Policy on use of religion in curriculum and instructional materials.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires each local school board to adopt a policy on the 

use of religion in curriculum and instructional materials; requires each LEA to create a 

syllabus to be made public for grades six through 12 on social studies, science, math, and 

English language arts courses. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 1; Title 49, Chapter 

5, Part 56 and Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10. 

SB2198 / HB2329 Info on state-mandated tests to be posted on LEA's website.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires an LEA to post on its web site information about 

the state-mandated tests that will be administered in the upcoming year by no later than 

June 15, instead of July 15, each year. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2205 / HB2431 Scores on achievement tests as percentage of student's grade.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Eddie Smith  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the local board from requiring student scores on 

achievement tests to comprise a percentage of the student's grade in certain subjects; 

authorizes the local board of education to create a policy to allow student scores on 

achievement tests to comprise no less than 15% and no more than 25% of each student's 

final grade in the subject area. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-61. 

SB2206 / HB2070 Students seeking assistance for drug overdoses.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Martin Daniel  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits institutions of higher learning and senior high 

schools from disciplining students who seek medical assistance for drug overdoses; 

prohibits such institutions and schools from sanctioning any student organization or team in 

which the student who is experiencing the overdose or seeking medical assistance for 

another is a member. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2211 / HB2140 Creates the Reading Matters pilot program.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description Creates a three year pilot program called the Reading Matters pilot program. Specifies that 

the purpose of the program is to implement a comprehensive literacy curriculum for 

children in kindergarten through grade three that is focused on improving the reading skills 

of participants to the appropriate grade level. 

SB2214 / HB2233 Revises the standards recommendation committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the standards recommendation committee. - 

Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 49. 

SB2235 / HB2063 Governing boards to adopt freedom of speech policy.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Martin Daniel  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the governing boards of each state institution to 

adopt the freedom of speech and expression policy to protect student speech and activity. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1. 

SB2241 / HB1452 Requires test questions to be made available to parents and teachers.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David Byrd  

Description Requires the department of education to provide at least 70 percent of the actual test 

questions for the TNReady tests and end-of-course examinations after the tests have been 

administered and scored to the student, the student's teacher, and the student's parent and/or 

guardian. Specifies that the report must include the answer options and the student's 

answers. Requires the department to make the reports available to the LEA no less than 60 

days after the last test is administered. 

SB2242 / HB1453 Provides a waiver from using TNReady data for teacher evaluations.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David Byrd  

Description Institutes a two-year waiver for all teachers employed in LEAs whereby student 

achievement data will not be considered in their annual teacher evaluation. Requires the 

board of education, in consultation with the department of education, to study the answers 

on the test and the relevance of the questions to the curriculum associated with the test, and 

to annually provide a report to the general assembly detailing the accuracy of the TNReady 

assessment and answers in evaluating students and teachers. Establishes the following for 

teachers with access to individual data representative of growth: for the 2017-2018 school 

year, the evaluation criteria being waiver by this legislation shall be adjusted so that the 

student growth data shall account for ten percent of the overall evaluation criteria; for the 

2018-2019 school year, the evaluation criteria shall be increased to 20 percent; and for the 

2019-2020 school year and thereafter, the student growth component of the evaluation will 

increase to 35 percent. 

SB2247 / HB1473 Students opting out of the required administration of ACT.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David Byrd  

Description Allows students who do not intend on applying to attend an institution of higher education 

to opt out of the required 11th grade administration of the ACT.  

SB2249 / HB1751 Carrying of handguns on private school property.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David Byrd  

Description Allows an LEA and the board of directors of a private school to authorize any qualified 

person to carry a handgun on the grounds of the school. Defines "person" as a school board 

member, trustee, administrator, employee, independent contractor, volunteer, or other 

person affiliated with the school. Requires the LEA or board of directors of the private 

school that permits the carrying of a handgun on school property to determine if he 

permitted method of carry is open carry, concealed carry, or both. Also allows the LEA and 

the board of directors of a private school to approve a person to carry a handgun on 

property or in vehicles owned or operated by the school and at other locations within the 

control of the LEA or private school while the location or vehicle is being used for 

educational, recreational or athletic purposes. 

SB2256 / HB2130 Expulsion for students convicted of violent felonies.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, removes certain requirements governing remand to 

alternative schools and expulsion for students convicted of violent felonies. - Amends TCA 
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Title 49, Chapter 6; Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 5. 

SB2262 / HB2250 Annual report on virtual schools to be posted on department's website.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. James (Micah) Van Huss  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires department to publish its annual report concerning 

virtual schools on the department's web site. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2265 / HB1770 Parents of home school kids given rules on school facilities.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Billy Spivey  

Description Requires a principal of a school to give a parent or guardian requesting use of the school's 

facilities for home school purposes a copy of the rules on use of school facilities of the local 

board of education. 

SB2270 / HB1718 Parental review of student assessment.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Permits parents to have access to students' tests questions and scores on the TCAP, end-of-

course exams, or any other state required assessment within 60 days after the last date for 

administration of the test. Requires the department of education to provide parents, upon 

their request, with a username and password that allows them to view the student's test and 

answers electronically or with a paper copy. Requires the department of education to work 

with the LEA and appropriate testing companies to make sure that such viewings do not 

breach any testing security laws or policies. Grants teachers access to the testing data of 

students they are currently teaching or previously taught in the subject tested. Requires the 

department to provide a report that includes the number of parents requesting access, 

security concerns by vendors of the tests, and any additional information necessary. 

Requires the report to be sent to the education committees of the general assembly no later 

than March 1 of the year following the administration of the test. Requires an LEA to 

include a statement informing parents how they can view the questions on the tests and the 

answers.  

SB2271 / HB2127 Evaluation algorithms and methodologies used in teacher evaluations.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description Requires the evaluation algorithms and methodologies used in teacher evaluations to be 

scientifically valid. Defines valid as the degree to which evidence and theory support the 

interpretation of evaluation scores as set forth in the Standards for Educational and 

Psychological Testing (2014) and published by the American Educational Research 

Association, the American Psychological Association, and the National Council on 

Measurement in Education. Requires documents establishing validity to be posted on the 

department of education 's web site. 

SB2281 / HB2538 Adds skateboard safety to the bicycle safety curriculum.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, adds skateboard safety to the bicycle safety curriculum the 

department of education is urged to develop. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1 and Title 

49, Chapter 6. 

SB2299 / HB2015 Funding for a charter school student who returns to an LEA school.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that the state and local per pupil share of funding 

for a charter school student who returns to an LEA-operated school be withheld from future 
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payments to the charter school. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 1; 

Title 49, Chapter 13 and Title 49, Chapter 2. 

SB2336 / HB2378 Limits days that standardized tests may be administered.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley  

Description State Summary - As introduced, limits the number of days a student may be administered 

standardized tests to 15 school days per school year. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, 

Part 60. 

SB2351 / HB2200 Revisions to the ASD.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various revisions to the ASD, including requiring 

schools assigned to the ASD on or after July 1, 2016, be in the bottom 2.5 percent of 

schools. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3 and Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 6. 

SB2363 / HB2121 Publishing of info on TN Promise scholarship program.  

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires THEC to publish in the Tennessee Postsecondary 

Education Fact Book information TSAC and THEC collect annually on the Tennessee 

Promise scholarship program so that it is readily available to the public. - Amends TCA 

Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2. 

SB2387 / HB2414 Use of student restrooms and locker rooms.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires students in public schools and public institutions 

of higher education to use restrooms and locker rooms that are assigned to persons of the 

same sex as that shown on the students' birth certificates. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2392 / HB2190 Administration of the AP and PSAT/NMSQT examinations - notice.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Judd Matheny  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires schools to provide notice of the school's 

administration of the AP and PSAT/NMSQT examinations of the availability of the AP and 

PSAT/NMSQT examinations, any financial assistance for low income students, and schools 

where a home school student may take the AP and PSAT/NMSQT examinations. - Amends 

TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 30. 

SB2394 / HB2429 Biannual report regarding nonimmigrant students  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the report regarding nonimmigrant students that is 

required from certain institutions to be submitted on a biannual basis; requires the same 

institutions to submit a historical report that contains information regarding nonimmigrant 

students. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 38 and Title 49. 

SB2447 / HB2409 Change in ownership of a postsecondary proprietary institution.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that, after a change in ownership of a 

postsecondary proprietary institution, the new owner has ten business days instead of ten 

days to apply to THEC for authorization to operate. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; 

Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 
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SB2455 / HB2544 Report on availability and content of driver education courses.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of education to annually report on 

the availability and content of driver education and training courses in public schools to the 

education committee of the senate and the education instruction and programs committee of 

the house. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2457 / HB2543 Status report on TN HOPE foster child tuition grant program.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires TSAC to annually prepare a status report for the 

governor and general assembly on the Tennessee HOPE foster child tuition grant program. 

- Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2466 / HB2469 Study on the effectiveness of dual enrollment grants.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires THEC to perform a study on the effectiveness of 

dual enrollment grants in promoting college degree attainment. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2474 / HB1984 Study on the weight of textbooks by dept. of education.  

Sponsors Sen. Thelma Harper / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner of education to study, at least 

every five years, the weight of textbooks used by students and to make recommendations 

based on that study to the education committee of the senate and the education 

administration and planning committee of the house. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2497 / HB1879 Course Access Program Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Course Access Program Act." - Amends TCA 

Title 49. 

SB2498 / HB2230 Clarifies refund of credits to military personnel called to duty.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Billy Spivey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that tuition credits or refunds during military 

service are to be given to students called to active duty while attending Tennessee colleges 

of applied technology as well as state universities and community colleges. - Amends TCA 

Title 49. 

SB2499 / HB2009 Notice to LEAs regarding reports on pre-K.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department to notify electronically each LEA 

when the office of research and education accountability publishes a report pertaining to 

pre-K-12 education in order that the LEAs may disseminate the report to licensed 

personnel. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2501 / HB2614 Teacher training program eligibility requirements.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates eligibility requirements for applicants to a teacher 

training program; requires applicants to attain a minimum ACT or GED score and a 

minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or graduate with an associate degree with a 
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cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 for all college coursework. - Amends TCA Title 

49, Chapter 5, Part 56. 

SB2502 / HB2613 Higher education funding formula - postgraduation job placement rates.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the higher education funding formula to be based 

in part on first year postgraduation job placement rates; requires THEC to study the 

feasibility of students whose majors have extremely low Tennessee job placement rates 

becoming ineligible for state guaranteed student loans; creates a state lottery funded Skills 

for Tomorrow supplemental award for students in high demand fields with low supply of 

Tennessee qualified workers. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 

49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB2504 / HB2592 Contributions to ABLE accounts for students.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes use of individual education account funds for 

contributions to an achieving a better life experience (ABLE) account for the benefit of a 

participating student; removes requirement that eligibility for ABLE program be limited to 

state residents and residents of contracting states. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 10, Part 

14 and Title 71, Chapter 4, Part 8. 

SB2506 / HB2612 Competitive grant program for certain charter schools.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a competitive grant program for award of funds for 

certain charter school and rural school facility projects. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2507 / HB2432 Creates tuition-freeze program for higher education students.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Eddie Smith  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a tuition-freeze program for certain higher 

education students. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, 

Chapter 9. 

SB2508 / HB1419 Changes submission date for LEAs to provide remediation services.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Changes the date from September 30 to September 1, for each LEA to submit a report to 

the commissioner of education regarding the remediation services provided to students who 

fail a portion of any examination required to graduate from high school. Broadly Captioned. 

SB2509 / HB2007 Reports from the office of research and education accountability.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the office of research and education accountability 

to report the results of the review on school improvement plans to the education committee 

of the senate and the education administration and planning committee of the house no later 

than March 15, 2017, and annually thereafter. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2511 / HB2186 Economics textbooks to contain info on student loans and mortgages.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description Encourages LEAs to select textbooks for economics that contain information about student 

loans and home mortgages, in addition to other information on personal finances.  
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SB2514 / HB2139 Reading of LEA's policy on use of the Internet prior to employment.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires all LEA personnel to verify that the LEA's policy 

on use of the Internet has been read prior to accepting an employment contract or at the 

renewal of an employment contract. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB2515 / HB2560 Prohibits the UT board of trustees from raising tuition or fees.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Jamie Jenkins  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the University of Tennessee board of trustees 

from raising tuition or fees, either in-state or out-of-state, at any of its institutions until after 

the 2020-2021 academic year. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB2516 / HB2559 Reconstitutes board of trustees of the UT system.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Jamie Jenkins  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reconstitutes the board of trustees of the University of 

Tennessee system. - Amends TCA Section 49-9-201; Section 49-9-202; Section 49-9-203; 

Section 49-9-204; Section 49-9-205 and Section 49-9-206. 

SB2518 / HB1722 Display of American flag on school property.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Jay D. Reedy  

Description Requires the American flag to be displayed on school property and at school events to 

conform to federal law and requires that the flag be taught in public schools. Requires the 

local board of education to permit the display of the flag on school property or at a school 

event so long as it is in accordance with federal law. 

SB2526 / HB2552 Forfeiture of funding due to classification of certain students.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Jeremy Durham  

Description State Summary - As introduced, provides that any public institution of higher education that 

classifies a student, who is not a United States citizen, as a Tennessee resident for purposes 

of charging in-state tuition forfeits all state funding, does not apply to veterans under the 

Tennessee Veterans Education Transition Support Act. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7; 

Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9. 

SB2540 / HB1537 Revises certain provisions regarding student assessments.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Reduces the required amount of assessments that public school students must take in order 

to receive a high school diploma from three to one, to be taken at grade 11. Allows students 

to be able to retake the assessment one additional time before graduation. Imposes 

additional information requirements that shall be posted in regard to the assessments, such 

as how parents can access the items on the student's assessment and answers. Adds that the 

information shall also be provided for in each school's student handbook or other standard 

policy guidebook. States that TCAP tests and scores shall be annually released to LEAs, 

posted on the Department of Education's website, and made available to parents. 

SB2541 / HB1538 Data on zero tolerance violations.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Deletes the requirement of the state board to develop a standard form to collect statistical 

information of zero tolerance violations in the local schools to be annually reported by the 

director of schools. Requires each local and county board of education to report annually to 
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the department of education statistical information relative to zero tolerance violations in 

local school systems including, but not limited to disposition of each zero tolerance 

violation, and any modification in penalty. Requires the department to analyze the data 

provided by local school systems and to include the results in the student discipline report. 

Removes the requirement that the department track all expelled students and their progress.  

SB2564 / HB2573 Higher Education Authorization Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the Higher Education Authorization Act. - Amends 

TCA Title 49. 

SB2565 / HB2574 Eliminates obsolete provision of TCA concerning BEP.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, eliminates an obsolete provision of Tennessee Code 

Annotated concerning the BEP. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 3. 

SB2569 / HB2578 Restructures the board of regents.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, restructures the board of regents; establishes state 

university boards; and makes other changes necessary to effectuate the restructuring. - 

Amends TCA Section 12-3-102; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, 

Chapter 9. 

SB2595 / HB2117 Eligibility for the community college reconnect grant.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the provisions governing eligibility and funding for 

the community college reconnect grant. - Amends Chapter 363 of the Public Acts of 2015. 

SB2596 / HB1827 Eligibility for receipt of Wilder-Naifeh technical skills grants.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mark White  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends eligibility for receipt of Wilder-Naifeh technical 

skills grants to students who are attending certain independent postsecondary institutions 

and who are otherwise eligible for the grants. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9. 

SB2598 / HB1836 Tennessee VETS campuses.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Curtis G. Johnson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits THEC to designate private nonprofit institutions of 

higher education as Tennessee VETS campuses. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 

13. 

SB2601 / HB1898 Disciplinary hearings for students in higher education.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Requires public institutions of higher education to notify students facing disciplinary 

hearings of their right to counsel at least 48 hours before the hearing; allows students to 

view the evidence to be presented in support of the proposed disciplinary actions at least 48 

hours before the hearing. 

SB2627 / HB2466 Creates board of trustees for ASD.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a board of trustees for the achievement school 
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district. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 49. 

SB2633 / HB1425 Increasing the salary for director of schools tied to teacher raise.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Prohibits the local board of education from increasing the salary or compensation for the 

director of schools without also approving a raise for teachers. 

SB2635 / HB2616 Requires an LEA to screen K-2 students for dyslexia.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires an LEA to screen K-2 students for dyslexia with a 

program provided by the department of education; creates the dyslexia advisory council. - 

Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29, Part 2 and Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 2. 

SB2642 / HB2475 Tennessee Exemplary Educator Academy Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Kevin Dunlap  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Exemplary Educator Academy Act". 

- Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 49. 

SJR106 K-5 students' access to physical education.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy  

Description Encourages local education agencies to require every student in grades K–5 to participate in 

a physical education class at least two times per week during the school year.  

SJR142 Approval of teacher training programs for occupational teacher licensure.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy  

Description Urges the State Board of Education to approve teacher training programs for occupational 

teacher licensure that utilize online components in delivery method.  

HB1411 Requires public high schools offer at least four dual credit courses.  

Sponsors Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description Requires all public high schools to offer at least four dual credit courses by July 1, 2017. 

Encourages the consortium for cooperative innovative education to develop and implement 

additional dual credit courses. Reiterates that postsecondary institutions may initiate dual 

credit opportunities with individual high schools, in order to enable schools to offer at least 

four dual credit courses. 

HB2308 Removal of school from ASD for not improving student performance.  

Sponsors Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner to remove a school from the 

ASD and return the school to the LEA if the school fails to improve student performance 

and remains on the priority list for five years. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-614. 

HB2312 Listing of schools on state report card.  

Sponsors Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department to list priority schools by county 

and rank the schools in order of the highest composite proficiency rate to the lowest rate 

when publishing the list on the state report card. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 6. 

HJR203 Support of the STEM Education Act.  

Sponsors Rep. Brenda Gilmore  
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Description States the general assembly's support of the passage of the STEM Education Act (H.R. 

1020).  

HJR493 Constitutional amendment - establishment of public school systems.  

Sponsors Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Proposes an amendment to Article XI, Section 12 of the Constitution of Tennessee to affirm 

the general assembly's sole discretion in the establishment of a system of public schools. 

Entertainment - 1 

SB1930 / HB2352 Enacts "Fans Anti-Counterfeit Ticket (FACT) Act."  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Fans Anti-Counterfeit Ticket (FACT) Act," 

which requires the registration of ticket brokers with the department of commerce and 

insurance; requires certain disclosures by ticket brokers; adds requirements and prohibitions 

with regard to the resale of tickets. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 14; Title 39, Chapter 

17; Title 47 and Title 67, Chapter 6. 

Environment & Nature - 1 

SB2542 / HB1539 Separate accounts for monies collected by each division of department.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies the requirement that the commissioner maintain 

separate accounts for monies collected and expended by each division of the department in 

administering the various acts and programs of the division. - Amends TCA Title 68, 

Chapter 203, Part 1. 

Estates & Trusts - 1 

SB1679 / HB1803 Elective share of a deceased spouse's estate.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Barry Doss  

Description State Summary - As introduced, eliminates a surviving spouse's right to inherit the elective 

share of a deceased spouse's estate and deletes all references to the elective share. - Amends 

TCA Section 16-16-201; Title 30; Title 31; Title 32; Section 34-6-108; Section 35-16-104; 

Section 39-11-712 and Section 53-11-452. 

Family Law - 37 

SB1436 / HB1413 Requires the abuse registry to be analyzed when giving custody.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description Requires a court to determine, prior to awarding custody of a minor child, whether a person 

who may be awarded custody has been placed on the abuse registry maintained by the 

department of health and, if so, to consider such placement as a factor in determining the 

child's best interest. 

SB1437 / HB1412 Tennessee Natural Marriage Defense Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/resolutions/HJR0493.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=24
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1930.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=132
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=199
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1539.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=123
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=61
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1679.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=129
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=187
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1436.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=216
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=38
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1412.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=101
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=166


TCCY Legislative Report  

1/22/2016 

38 

Description Enacts the "Tennessee Natural Marriage Defense Act," which states the policy of 

Tennessee to defend natural marriage between one man and one woman regardless of any 

court decision to the contrary. Declares void any court decision purporting to strike down 

natural marriage, including Obergefell v. Hodges. Requires the attorney general to defend 

any state or local government official from any lawsuit regarding the recognition of natural 

marriage under this act. 

SB1557 / HB1567 Retroactive child support awards.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description Specifies that in child support actions filed on or after July 1, 2016, the court cannot order 

the payment of retroactive support for more than five years unless the court finds the 

obligor deliberately avoided service or impeded the imposition of the child support 

obligations.  

SB1724 / HB1502 Visitation with foster child.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a foster parent to petition the court for visitation 

with a foster child that has been removed from the foster parent's home due to no fault of 

the foster parent; requires a court ordering foster parent visitation to find a danger of 

substantial harm to the child and that visitation is in the best interests of the child. - Amends 

TCA Title 36 and Title 37. 

SB1819 / HB2443 Filing for child custody - temporary injunctions.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires certain temporary injunctions go into effect 

against both parties upon filing of a petition related to child custody. - Amends TCA Title 

36, Chapter 6, Part 1. 

SB1977 / HB2085 Revises Power of Attorney for Care of a Minor Child Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Eddie Smith  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the Power of Attorney for Care of a Minor Child 

Act. - Amends TCA Title 34, Chapter 6, Part 3 and Title 37, Chapter 5, Part 5. 

SB2071 / HB2052 Notice regarding transfer of child custody or support case.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases from 15 days from the date a notice to transfer 

was mailed to 20 days that a nonrequesting party may contest a request to transfer a child 

custody or support case. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 5, Part 30. 

SB2072 / HB1903 Sealing of rights in termination of parental rights case.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. John Mark Windle  

Description Requires all pleadings and records filed in the chancery and circuit courts to be placed 

under seal, in regard to termination of parental rights, and not subject to public disclosure, 

in the same manner as those filed in juvenile court, unless otherwise provided by court 

order.  

SB2124 / HB2188 Time in which the signed marriage license must be returned to clerk.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases from three days to four days from the date of 

marriage the time in which the signed license must be returned to the county clerk. - 
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Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2133 / HB2175 Signing of marriage license.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description Increases the time in which a signed marriage license must be returned to the county clerk 

from three days to nine days after the date of the marriage. 

SB2136 / HB2467 Petition for grandparent visitation.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As written, permits a court in which a petition for grandparent visitation 

has been filed to consider documents and affidavits from the custodial parent; confers upon 

judge the authority to terminate the custody hearing if the judge believes the decision to 

terminate visitation was joint and mutual and that there is evidence that one or more of the 

grandparents abused the children. - Amends TCA Title 36 and Title 37. 

SB2155 / HB2460 Use of child support guidelines - reduction in child support.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, specifies that the child support guidelines will be rebutted 

for the purposes of reducing retroactive child support obligations upon showing of certain 

circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2174 / HB2508 Time frame for signed marriage license to be returned to county clerk.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Andy Holt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases from three days to five days from the date of 

marriage the time in which the signed license must be returned to the county clerk. - 

Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2190 / HB2030 Protections for the rights of a ward of a conservator.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes protections for the rights of a ward of a 

conservator, including the right to receive communications, visitation, and interaction with 

other persons; requires a conservator to notify certain persons when certain events occur. - 

Amends TCA Title 34, Chapter 1; Title 34, Chapter 3 and Title 71, Chapter 6, Part 1. 

SB2257 / HB2249 Additional requirements for SNAP recipients.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires certain amounts of work, community service, 

education, or job-seeking activities for recipients of food assistance (SNAP) unless certain 

exemptions apply. - Amends TCA Title 71. 

SB2263 / HB2245 Time frame for returning signed marriage license to county clerk.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Courtney Rogers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reduces from three days to two days from the date of 

marriage the time in which the signed license must be returned to the county clerk. - 

Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2264 / HB2246 Time frame for returning signed marriage license to county clerk.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases from three days to six days from the date of 

marriage the time in which the signed license must be returned to the county clerk. - 
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Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2274 / HB1449 Prohibits interrogation of a child without parent's consent.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mike Sparks  

Description Prohibits interrogation or interview of a child who has been taken into custody due to 

suspicion that the child committed a delinquent act or unruly conduct that places the child 

in jeopardy of being removed from the home except in the presence of the child's legal 

counsel, parent, guardian, or custodian. Requires a video recording to be made of the 

interview and the child to be informed of certain rights. Specifies that a child taken into 

custody due to suspicion that a delinquent act or unruly conduct has taken place that places 

the child in jeopardy of being removed from the home shall be immediately informed of 

certain rights. 

SB2286 / HB1924 Claims' reasonableness to be reviewed before assessing fees.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires claims submitted by guardians ad litem in child 

custody actions to be reviewed by the AOC for reasonableness before fees or costs may be 

assessed by the court. - Amends TCA Title 16, Chapter 1, Part 1; Title 34; Title 36 and 

Title 37, Chapter 1, Part 1. 

SB2287 / HB1926 Withholding of funds collected for child support prohibited.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the department of human services from 

withholding any portion of funds collected for the purpose of child support for any reason, 

including, but not limited to, for payment of fees owed by the obligee. - Amends TCA Title 

36 and Title 71. 

SB2288 / HB1925 Department of children's services - prohibits the return of a child.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the return of a child who has been abused to any 

person who engaged in or failed to protect the child from the abuse without certain court 

findings; requires the termination of department of children's service employee who 

violates the prohibition. - Amends TCA Title 37. 

SB2290 / HB2284 Recreates the select committee on children and youth.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, recreates the select committee on children and youth. - 

Amends TCA Title 3; Title 37 and Title 68. 

SB2293 / HB2056 Disclosure of identity of perpetrator of child abuse.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the department of children's services from 

publicly disclosing the identity of an alleged perpetrator of child abuse or neglect prior to a 

finding by the department that the allegations are substantiated; specifies that the 

department may participate in or release information regarding an ongoing criminal case in 

which the alleged perpetrator has been charged or indicted. - Amends TCA Title 37. 

SB2329 / HB2375 Religious Freedom Restoration Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Andy Holt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Religious Freedom Restoration Act". - Amends 
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TCA Title 36, Chapter 3. 

SB2341 / HB2374 electronic reports and data regarding child protective teams  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes electronic submission of reports and data 

regarding child protective teams to the senate judiciary committee and the civil justice 

committee of the house of representatives. - Amends TCA Title 37; Title 38; Title 39 and 

Title 40. 

SB2343 / HB2391 Filing for an order of protection after divorce complaint is filed.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Mary Littleton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that if a person files for an order of protection 

after divorce complaint is filed, the court that receives the filing shall order relief; requires 

rather than authorizes certain relief to be granted in protection orders. - Amends TCA Title 

36, Chapter 3, Part 6. 

SB2446 / HB2290 Act to Restore Hope, Opportunity, and Prosperity for Everyone.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Act to Restore Hope, Opportunity, and 

Prosperity for Everyone"; imposes a variety of restrictions and requirements on the food 

stamp, TANF, and TennCare programs in order to combat fraud. - Amends TCA Title 4; 

Title 36 and Title 71. 

SB2461 / HB2224 Return of signed marriage license to the county clerk.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Bud Hulsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases from three days to ten days from the date of 

marriage the time in which the signed license must be returned to the county clerk. - 

Amends TCA Title 36. 

SB2462 / HB2379 Solemnizing of marriages by public officials.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prevents public officials in official capacity from 

solemnizing marriages. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 3. 

SB2483 / HB2502 Relocation of parent after custody has been established.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Martin Daniel  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that a parent who spends intervals of time with a 

child and who wishes to relocate is required to provide notice to the other parent after 

custody or co-parenting has been established by the entry of a permanent parenting plan or 

final court order. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 6, Part 1. 

SB2484 / HB2593 Extends the statute of limitations for injury relating to sexual abuse  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. John Mark Windle  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends the statute of limitations for civil actions based on 

injury or illness resulting from child sexual abuse that occurred when the person was a 

minor but was not discovered until after the person became an adult to three years from the 

discovery of the abuse. - Amends TCA Title 28, Chapter 3, Part 1. 

SB2530 / HB1530 Reasonable and prudent parent standard relative to foster children.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  
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Description Establishes the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard. Requires child placing agencies to 

designate an on-site official who can assist a caregiver and who can determine whether to 

allow a child to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural and social activities. 

Prevents the caregiver and child placing agency from being liable if acting as a reasonably 

prudent parent except when injuries are caused by gross negligence, willful or wanton 

conduct, or intentional wrongdoing. 

SB2531 / HB1531 Termination of parental rights of a putative father.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, defines the term "putative father"; makes various changes 

to the termination of parental rights of a putative father. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 1, 

Part 1. 

SB2553 / HB2572 Revisions to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various technical revisions to the Uniform Interstate 

Family Support Act, including clarifying the effective date. - Amends TCA Title 36, 

Chapter 5 and Chapter 901 of the Public Acts of 2010. 

SB2554 / HB1550 Background checks and training required for child care agencies.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various changes to the disclosures, background 

checks, and training required for child care agencies, including requiring volunteers to 

disclose any criminal history and be subject to criminal history records checks. - Amends 

TCA Section 71-3-502 and Section 71-3-507. 

SB2567 / HB2576 Public Safety Act of 2016.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Public Safety Act of 2016." - Amends TCA 

Title 36, Chapter 3, Part 6; Title 39, Chapter 13, Part 1; Title 39, Chapter 14, Part 1; Title 

40, Chapter 28; Title 40, Chapter 35 and Title 41, Chapter 1, Part 4. 

HB1549 Revisions to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act.  

Sponsors Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various technical revisions to the Uniform Interstate 

Family Support Act. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 5 and Chapter 901 of the Public Acts 

of 2010. 

Government Contracts - 1 

SB1926 / HB1797 Review of certain state service contracts by fiscal review committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires fiscal review committee to review and approve 

competitively bid, state service contracts exceeding $1,000,000. - Amends TCA Title 3; 

Title 4; Title 9 and Title 12. 

Government Organization - 32 

SB1471 / HB1702 Reporting functions of public entities.  
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Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description Specifies February 1 as annual date by which commerce and labor committee of the senate, 

insurance and banking committee of the house, and finance, ways and means committees of 

both houses must review the Access Tennessee and CoverKids programs. Changes annual 

date by which the office of legislative budget analysis and comptroller must provide 

comments on the higher education funding formula to the chairs of the education and 

finance, ways and means committees of both houses from December 1 of each year to 

February 1 of each year. Broadly captioned. 

SB1472 / HB1940 Sunset - department of human services.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Tim Wirgau  

Description Changes the termination date for the department of human services from June 30, 2018 to 

June 30, 2017. Transfers the management and operations of financial accounting and 

reporting for the department of human services from the department of human services to 

the department of finance and administration. Requires the department of human services to 

submit a monthly report on the various financial and accounting measures taken by the 

department of health to the chairs of the government operations, health, and finance, ways 

and means committees of the senate and house of representatives, and the comptroller of 

the treasury.  

SB1497 / HB1621 Sunset- applied behavior analyst licensing committee of the BOE.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the applied behavior analyst licensing committee of the board of examiners in 

psychology six years to June 30, 2022. Requires removal of any committee member who 

misses more than 50 percent of the scheduled meetings of the committee in a calendar year.  

SB1500 / HB1618 Sunset - board of appeals for the department of human resources.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the board of appeals for the department of human resources three years to June 30, 

2019.  

SB1507 / HB1611 Sunset - board of pharmacy.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the board of pharmacy two years to June 30, 2018. Requires the board to appear 

before the government operations joint evaluation committee on education, health and 

general welfare no later than November 18, 2016, to provide an update on the board's 

progress in addressing the findings set forth in the October 2015 performance audit report 

issued by the division of state audit. 

SB1511 / HB1607 Sunset - TN commission on aging and disability.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the Tennessee commission on aging and disability four years to June 30, 2020.  

SB1513 / HB1605 Sunset- controlled substance database advisory committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the controlled substance database advisory committee two years to June 30, 2018. 

Requires the committee to appear before the government operations joint evaluation 

committee on education, health and general welfare no later than November 18, 2016, to 

provide an update on the advisory committee's progress in addressing the findings set forth 

in the October 2015 performance audit report issued by the division of state audit. 
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SB1514 / HB1604 Sunset - council of certified professional midwifery.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the council of certified professional midwifery six years to June 30, 2022.  

SB1515 / HB1603 Sunset - council for licensing hearing instrument specialists.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the council for licensing hearing instrument specialists six years to June 30, 2022. 

Requires removal of any council member who misses more than 50 percent of the 

scheduled council meetings in a calendar year.  

SB1517 / HB1601 Sunset- department of human resources.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the department of human resources three years to June 30, 2019. Requires the 

department to appear before the government operations joint evaluation committee on 

judiciary and government no later than December 31, 2016, to update the committee on the 

department's progress in addressing the findings in its December 2015 performance audit 

report. 

SB1524 / HB1594 Sunset - interstate compact on mental health.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the interstate compact on mental health six years to June 30, 2022.  

SB1525 / HB1593 Sunset - interstate compact on the placement of children.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the interstate compact on the placement of children six years to June 30, 2022. 

SB1531 / HB1587 Sunset - selection panel for TennCare reviewers.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the selection panel for TennCare reviewers seven years to June 30, 2023.  

SB1536 / HB1582 Sunset - state board of cosmetology and barber examiners.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the state board of cosmetology and barber examiners two years to June 30, 2018. 

Requires the division of state audit to conduct a question and answer review of the board in 

2017. Also requires the division of state audit to complete the question and answer review 

within a period sufficient to allow for its timely review by the government operations joint 

subcommittee on commerce, labor, transportation, and agriculture. 

SB1538 / HB1580 Sunset - state family support council.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the state family support council six years to June 30, 2022. Requires removal of 

any council member who misses more than 50 percent of the scheduled council meetings in 

a calendar year.  

SB1539 / HB1579 Sunset - state funding board.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the state funding board eight years to June 30, 2024. 

SB1541 / HB1577 Sunset - TennCare pharmacy advisory committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  
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Description Extends the state TennCare pharmacy advisory committee four years to June 30, 2020.  

SB1543 / HB1575 Sunset - Tennessee medical examiner advisory council.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the Tennessee medical examiner advisory council one year to June 30, 2017.  

SB1546 / HB1572 Sunset - Tennessee rehabilitative initiative in correction board.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description Extends the Tennessee rehabilitative initiative in correction board for one year to June 30, 

2017. Vacates the board effective July 1, 2016, with new appointments to be made by the 

governor. Removes the executive director of TRICOR from the membership of the board.  

SB1573 / HB1492 Reports to also be filed with legislative reference and law library.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Steve McDaniel  

Description Requires a copy of all reports filed with the general assembly, the speakers of the general 

assembly, a committee of the general assembly, or any combination thereof pursuant to 

statutory requirements to additionally be filed with the legislative reference and law library. 

SB1614 / HB2150 Tennessee Refugee Resettlement Oversight Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Refugee Resettlement Oversight 

Act," which requires the department to enter into negotiations with the federal government 

to reacquire state administration of the refugee resettlement program, which is currently 

administered by Catholic Charities of Tennessee. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 71. 

SB1637 / HB1501 Establishes parameters for biennial September sessions.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Establishes parameters for biennial September sessions. Establishes a September session 

every odd numbered year to be convened on the Tuesday immediately following Labor Day 

at twelve o'clock noon central daylight time (CDT) and adjourned by September 30 of the 

same year. Allows each representative of the house to file no more than one bill or 

resolution and each member of the senate to file up to three bills or resolutions. Permits the 

general assembly to file up to 99 bills and resolutions for the September session in addition 

to repassage of bills and resolutions over an executive veto and other matters deemed 

appropriate and necessary by the general assembly. Clarifies exceptions to the 99 bill limit 

for (1) local bills, (2) congratulatory or memorializing resolutions, (3) resolutions that are 

procedural in nature, (4) and supplemental appropriations bills, bond bills, and index bills. 

Permits bills introduced during the September session to be acted upon during the second 

annual session of the general assembly beginning in January the following year. Institutes a 

pre-filed billing deadline for introduction by twelve o'clock noon central daylight time 

(CDT) for the third Thursday in August. Creates exceptions to the bill filing deadline for 

those bills and resolutions not counting toward the 99 bill limit of the general assembly. 

Extends prohibition of certain fundraisers and contributions to members of the general 

assembly or gubernatorial candidates during September session.  

SB1644 / HB1687 Public hearings on termination of governmental entity.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description Removes requirement that a notice of intent to hold a public hearing on the termination, 

continuation, reestablishment, or restructuring of a governmental entity be published at 

least once every 90 days.  
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SB1929 / HB2415 Tennessee office for refugees to notify governor of certain refugees.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the Tennessee office for refugees to notify the 

governor and the commissioner of safety of certain information concerning any refugee 

selected for resettlement in this state who has lived within a certain period of time in a 

country designated by the U.S. secretary of state as a state sponsor of terrorism. - Amends 

TCA Title 4. 

SB2007 / HB2418 Removal of board members for poor attendance.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires removal of members for failure to attend at least 

50 percent of all regularly scheduled board meetings, rather than for having three 

consecutive unexcused absences; deletes procedure for removal by court order or petition of 

board or local governing body. - Amends TCA Section 7-86-105 and Section 7-86-314. 

SB2054 / HB2291 Extension of filing and data fee charged by clerks  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends for four years the current $2.00 filing fee charged 

by clerks and data fee entry chargeable by clerks, except in certain cases brought by the 

state and state agencies; extension effective until July 1, 2020, unless continued by general 

assembly. - Amends TCA Section 8-21-401; Section 8-21-409 and Chapter 1039 of the 

Public Acts of 2012. 

SB2253 / HB1895 Reestablishes the select oversight committee on TennCare.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. JoAnne Favors  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reestablishes the select oversight committee on TennCare. 

- Amends TCA Title 3. 

SB2313 / HB1845 Creates health equity commission.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Darren Jernigan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, recreates the health equity commission. - Amends TCA 

Title 3. 

SB2449 / HB2322 Requires appointment of executive directors from different divisions  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires boards and commissions that appoint executive 

directors to appoint persons from different grand divisions of this state on a rotating basis; 

exempts boards and commissions that are required to appoint executive directors who 

reside outside of this state. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 13; Title 4, Chapter 3, 

Part 5; Title 62; Title 63; Title 68 and Title 69. 

SB2519 / HB2591 Inventory of state-owned property.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ron Travis  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that the inventory of state-owned property 

maintained by the governor include a description of each active construction project on 

state-owned property. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 8; Title 9 and 

Title 12. 

SB2555 / HB1551 Department of labor and workforce development - structure.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, replaces references to various divisions and programs to 

reflect new structure of divisions within the department and to reflect appropriate name of 

federal programs. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 1; Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 14 and 

Section 8-35-221(a). 

SB2586 / HB1960 Juvenile Justice Realignment Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Juvenile Justice Realignment Act"; creates a 

task force to study the creation of a department of juvenile justice. - Amends TCA Title 4; 

Title 8 and Title 37. 

Government Regulation - 6 

SB1641 / HB1684 Maintenance of books and records by community service agencies.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Replaces a reference to the "Accounting Manual for Recipients of Grant Funds in 

Tennessee," which is no longer used, with a general reference to publications by the 

comptroller of the treasury in the provision requiring community service agencies to 

maintain all books and records with generally accepted accounting principles.  

SB1688 / HB2035 Online submission of rules allowed.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the secretary of state to require the online 

submission of rules, notices of hearings, and related filings. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 

5, Part 2. 

SB1694 / HB2456 Inflatable play structures that are leased are not amusement devices.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description Establishes that inflatable play structures, defined as a structure used for recreational 

purposes that is constructed from flexible fabric and that maintains its strength, shape, and 

stability by tensioning from internal air pressure, that are leased are not considered 

"amusement devices." 

SB2116 / HB2302 Temporary assistance to needy families program cash limits  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Pat Marsh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, limits cash withdrawals to $25.00 daily for cash benefits 

under the temporary assistance to needy families program with electronic benefits transfer 

card from an automated teller machine or a point-of-sale terminal; authorizes commissioner 

of human services to raise or rescind the cash limit to comply with federal law or maintain 

federal funding. - Amends TCA Title 71, Chapter 3. 

SB2267 / HB1969 Protect Tennessee Citizens and Workers Act  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Dennis Powers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Protect Tennessee Citizens and Workers Act." - 

Amends TCA Title 7, Chapter 68. 

SB2427 / HB2215 Open data policy for state government.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Jason Powell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a task force to study the feasibility of state 
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government utilizing an open data policy. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 10 and Title 12. 

Health Care - 48 

SB1464 / HB1625 Disclosure of confidential information for post-mortem examinations.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Jay D. Reedy  

Description Authorizes the disclosure of a decedent's mental health records to an authorized post-

mortem official if necessary for the preparation of a post-mortem examination report 

pertaining to a case under investigation and a court order or judicial subpoena authorizes 

the official to obtain the records. 

SB1466 / HB1731 Licensure requirements on pain management clinics.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description Imposes licensure and certificate of need requirements on pain management clinics. 

Establishes a Class A misdemeanor for anyone operating a pain management clinic without 

a license and each day without a license constitutes a separate offense. Authorizes the 

commissioner to investigate persons who may be engaged in the unlawful operation of a 

pain management clinic. Allows commissioner to suspend treatment of any new or existing 

patients to the clinic in circumstances where health or the safety of the patient is at risk 

pending a hearing before a judge. Requires the commissioner to send a notice to the clinic 

when operations of a clinic are suspended. Requires the clinic to submit a detailed 

corrective action plan within 10 days in response to a suspension notice in order for the 

suspension to be lifted by the department. Specifies commissioner's authority to: (1) 

continue, revoke, or modify suspension of treatment; (2) revoke, suspend, or condition the 

license of the clinic; (3) enter other orders the commissioner deems necessary. Allows 

commissioner to appoint special monitors to oversee clinics believed to have health and 

safety deficiencies and details those monitors' use, authority, and costs. Requires pain 

management clinics to report annually to the department with: (1) the number of physician 

assistants and advanced practice nurses working for the clinic each month; (2) the number 

of pain patients seen per month; (3) the number of patients who have overdosed; (4) the 

number of patients being treated who have died; (5) whenever the clinic is associated with a 

hospital; and (6) the number of morphine milligram equivalent daily doses (MMEDD) per 

patient per clinic. Requires clinics to obtain a license and certificate of need as of January 1, 

2017. Requires certain information for applicant of a license and certain requirements to be 

met in order to receive a license. Allows commissioner to promulgate by rule additional 

licensure requirements. Allows commissioner to revoke and suspend licenses, along with 

imposing sanctions upon a clinic and its facilities. Requires a medical director to be on-site 

50% of the clinic's weekly operating hours. Specifies that the board of medical examiners 

and the board of osteopathic examination shall contract with the department to annually 

inspect clinics. Defines pain management clinics as a "health care institution." Authorizes 

the health planning division to make recommendations in regards to pain management 

clinics before certificate of needs are issued. (12pp.) 

SB1468 / HB1470 Increases membership of board for licensing health care facilities.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Dawn White  

Description Increases the membership of the board for licensing health care facilities from 18 to 19 by 

adding a representative of the ambulatory surgical treatment centers to the board.  

SB1567 / HB1469 Civil liability for charitable organizations providing free eyewear.  
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Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Ron Travis  

Description Confers immunity from civil liability to charitable organizations and free clinics involved 

in facilitating the dispensing of previously owned eyeglasses by licensed optometrists and 

ophthalmologists. Specifies in order for the immunity conferred to apply the person to 

whom the previously owned eyeglasses are dispensed must be 14 years of age or older, the 

eyeglasses must be dispensed without charge, and the eyeglasses must be dispensed by a 

licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist who has personally examined the recipient. 

SB1574 / HB2153 Reinstatement of licenses from a health-related board.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. John Ragan  

Description Permits the reinstatement of a license that has expired if an application is made to the 

appropriate licensing board, the person complies with a required periodic payment plan for 

any past due renewal fees, and complies with a plan for attaining continuing education. 

Requires the division to develop a payment plan system for arrearages of renewal fees and 

continuing education attainment. 

SB1612 Providing of contraceptive supplies to the minors.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, includes nurses as individuals who may refer a minor to a 

physician to provide contraceptive supplies to the minor. - Amends TCA Title 53; Title 56; 

Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB1628 / HB2136 Eligibility for new and vacated beds in ICF/MR facilities.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. Kevin Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, expands eligibility for new and vacated beds in ICF/MR 

facilities to individuals from the home and community based services waivers and the 

waiting list for individuals with intellectual disabilities under certain circumstances. - 

Amends TCA Section 71-5-105(b)(2). 

SB1677 / HB1823 Definition of contraceptive supplies.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Patsy Hazlewood  

Description Clarifies that the definition of "contraceptive supplies" includes oral hormonal 

contraceptives and hormonal contraceptive patches for purposes of the Family Planning Act 

of 1971. Broadly captioned. 

SB1722 / HB1977 Technical assistance groups of healthcare providers.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the bureau of TennCare and the health care 

financing administration to continue to use technical assistance groups of healthcare 

providers in developing and implementing any payment reform initiative using episodes of 

care; requires the bureau to report on recommendations from the groups and actions taken 

in response to the recommendations in quarterly reports to the general assembly. - Amends 

TCA Title 4 and Title 71. 

SB1740 / HB2179 Physician assistant can provide care to certain school athletes.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes a qualified physician assistant to evaluate and 

provide care to a youth athlete who suffered, or is suspected to have suffered, a concussion 

or head injury during the course of a school youth athletic activity. - Amends TCA Section 

68-55-501. 
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SB1759 / HB1802 Calculation of income - eligibility for supplemental food program.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Joe Pitts  

Description State Summary - As introduced, to the extent permitted by federal law, prohibits the 

department of health from counting the basic allowance for subsistence as income in 

determining eligibility of an applicant who is a member of the uniformed service for the 

special food program for women, infants, and children. - Amends TCA Title 68. 

SB1767 / HB2445 Law enforcement may administer epinephrine in emergency situations.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes law enforcement officers to administer 

epinephrine in emergency situations if the officer's law enforcement agency has adopted a 

protocol governing the administration of epinephrine; authorizes physicians to prescribe 

epinephrine to a law enforcement agency for use by officers in emergency situations. - 

Amends TCA Title 38; Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB1769 / HB1459 Required ultrasound prior to abortion.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description Requires an ultrasound be performed at the beginning of the 48-hour waiting period before 

the performance of an abortion. Defines various terms including "medical emergency" as 

complicating the medical condition of a pregnant woman as to necessitate the termination 

of her pregnancy. Requires every woman to give her voluntary and informed consent before 

an abortion procedure is performed. Requires the healthcare practitioner to verbally offer 

the pregnant woman an opportunity to view the ultrasound image, hear the fetal heartbeat, 

and receive a printed copy of the ultrasound image. Requires the woman to sign a form 

stating that the assisting physician offered to view the ultrasound image and to hear the fetal 

heartbeat prior to the abortion being performed. Requires the signed form to be placed in 

the woman's medical record. Specifies that only in the case where a transabdominal 

ultrasound is not feasible, an ultrasound, such as a transvaginal ultrasound, shall not be 

required. Provides a basis for a civil liability action for actual and punitive damages if a 

physician fails to comply. Specifies that any intentional violation constitutes medical 

malpractice. Gives an exception to "medical emergencies" that could result in death or the 

loss of a major bodily function. 

SB1770 / HB1758 Abortions prohibited after 20 weeks.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver  

Description Prohibits abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy except in instances to preserve the life and 

health of the mother.  

SB1786 / HB1768 Pharmacist to dispense medication in a varying quantities.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a pharmacist to dispense medication in a quantity 

that varies from the prescription under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 63, 

Chapter 10. 

SB1794 / HB2464 Certified addiction specialists authorized at pain clinics.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, adds certain addiction specialists certified by the American 

board of addiction medicine to list of those physicians who may be a pain management 

specialist for a pain management clinic. - Amends TCA Section 63-1-301. 
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SB1827 / HB1820 List of optometrists to aid blind posted on department website.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David Shepard  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of human services to post the list 

of optometrists designated to examine recipients of aid to the blind on the department's web 

site. - Amends TCA Title 56 and Title 71. 

SB1850 / HB2447 Death certificates - overdoses of prescription opiates.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Ryan Williams  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the office of vital records to forward death 

certificates of possible prescription opiates to the controlled substances monitoring database 

for investigation and referral of associated prescribers to appropriate licensing boards for 

investigation. - Amends TCA Title 53; Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB1931 / HB1901 Fees charged for birth certificates and death certificates.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. John Mark Windle  

Description Prohibits the department of health from charging or collecting a fee for the production of a 

second or subsequent copy of a birth certificate or death certificate that exceeds the actual 

cost to the department of producing the copy.  

SB1956 / HB2025 Comprehensive state oral health plan.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, directs the commissioner of health to complete a 

comprehensive state oral health plan by January 1, 2017, and to submit the plan to the 

federal centers for disease control and prevention and to the general assembly. - Amends 

TCA Title 68. 

SB1958 / HB1847 Dispensing of hormonal contraceptive patches by pharmacists.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Darren Jernigan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes pharmacists to prescribe and dispense hormonal 

contraceptive patches and self-administered oral contraceptives in certain circumstances. - 

Amends TCA Title 56 and Title 63, Chapter 10. 

SB1979 / HB2088 Task force to study issues related to healthcare services.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Jason Zachary  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a 21-member task force to study issues related to 

healthcare services; the task force will make a report and cease to exist by January 15, 

2017. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 7. 

SB1982 / HB2267 Reports from the controlled substances database advisory committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Jeremy Faison  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits the controlled substances database advisory 

committee to transmit its required annual reports in electronic format. - Amends TCA Title 

4, Chapter 3; Title 39; Title 40; Title 43; Title 50; Title 53, Chapter 10; Title 53, Chapter 

11; Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB1989 / HB2054 Entities to stock epinephrine auto-injectors on their premise.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes certain entities to stock epinephrine auto-

injectors on their premises; authorizes employees, agents, and laypersons to provide or 
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administer an epinephrine auto-injector under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 

38 and Title 68, Chapter 140. 

SB2003 / HB2014 Makes certain changes to self-determination waiver.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reduces from 80 to 75 the age a custodial parent or other 

custodial caregiver of a person with an intellectual disability who is on the waiting list for 

services must reach before the individual with intellectual disabilities must be placed on the 

self-determination waiver or similarly capped medical assistance waiver within six months. 

- Amends TCA Section 33-5-112. 

SB2025 / HB2083 Office-Based Opiate Treatment Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Office-Based Opiate Treatment Act." - Amends 

TCA Section 33-2-402 and Section 33-2-403. 

SB2050 / HB2361 Checking of controlled substance database by prescribers.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires prescribers to check the controlled substances 

database prior to each prescription of one of the controlled substances which triggers a 

check of the database. - Amends TCA Title 53, Chapter 10, Part 3. 

SB2060 / HB2126 Dispensing of opioids and benzodiazepines by physicians.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes requirements for the dispensing of opioids and 

benzodiazepines by physicians and other health care providers, - Amends TCA Title 63. 

SB2079 / HB2051 Time frame for establishing paternity of child.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that the time in which an unmarried woman in a 

birthing institution is to be presented with certain information regarding establishing 

paternity of her child is immediately before but no later than 24 hours after the birth of her 

child. - Amends TCA Title 24, Chapter 7; Title 36 and Title 68. 

SB2084 / HB2362 Access to Pediatric Rare Disease Treatment Information Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Access to Pediatric Rare Disease Treatment 

Information Act"; provides for sharing of essential treatment information for children with 

cancer among certain health care institutions. - Amends TCA Title 68. 

SB2148 Prescribing of oxycontin.  

Sponsors Sen. Thelma Harper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the prescribing of oxycontin in the state except 

by a board-certified oncologist, an anesthesiologist who has completed a fellowship in pain 

management, or a physician treating a patient who is prescribed oxycontin as of July 1, 

2016. - Amends TCA Title 39; Title 40; Title 41; Title 42; Title 43; Title 44; Title 45; Title 

46; Title 47; Title 48; Title 49; Title 50; Title 51; Title 52; Title 53 and Title 68. 

SB2183 / HB1907 Traumatic brain injury residential homes - requirements.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Matthew Hill  
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Description State Summary - As introduced, removes eight person limitation for traumatic brain injury 

residential homes. - Amends TCA Section 68-11-201 and Section 68-11-273. 

SB2192 / HB2351 Report on treatment guidelines and pain clinic guidelines.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner of health to annually report to 

the health committee of the house and the health and welfare committee of the senate 

concerning revisions to the treatment guidelines and pain clinic guidelines. - Amends TCA 

Title 53; Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB2283 / HB2057 Amendment to birth certificate for change in gender.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows amendment of birth certificate to reflect a change in 

gender. - Amends TCA Section 68-3-203. 

SB2295 / HB1949 Annual report to health committees regarding mental health.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner to annually report to the chairs 

of the house health committee and the senate health and welfare committee on the effect of 

the mental health parity laws on the quantity and quality of mental health services delivered 

in the state. - Amends TCA Title 33; Title 56 and Title 71. 

SB2303 / HB1757 Reporting of cases of maternal mortality to department of health.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description Requires hospitals, coroners, and medical examiners to report cases of maternal mortality to 

the department of health. Requires the department to maintain data on maternal mortality, 

including the number of deaths reported by county, race, and any additional information the 

department deems necessary. Also requires the department to provide data on maternal 

mortality on its website.  

SB2304 / HB2122 Public reporting of law enforcement-related deaths.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Harold Love Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes that law enforcement-related deaths are a 

notifiable condition for public health reporting; requires the department to promulgate rules 

regarding the collection and reporting of deaths related to law enforcement for public health 

reporting purposes. - Amends TCA Title 38 and Title 68. 

SB2371 / HB2412 Treatment to the eyes of infant after birth - parental refusal.  

Sponsors Sen. Bo Watson / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, a parent of a newborn may object and opt out of a 

treatment to the newborn's eyes to prevent certain conditions; removes Class C 

misdemeanor penalty for a physician, nurse, or midwife failing to administer the treatment. 

- Amends TCA Section 68-5-202. 

SB2373 / HB2331 Health insurance coverage and providers for telehealth.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Cameron Sexton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, eliminates the requirement that a healthcare services 

provider be at a hospital or other qualified site for the services to be considered telehealth 

services for insurance purposes; requires health insurance entities to reimburse healthcare 

services providers at the same rate for telehealth services as for in-person encounters. - 
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Amends TCA Section 56-7-1002. 

SB2432 / HB2437 Review panel for Mental Health, Alcohol and Drug Prevention, etc. Law.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes review panel for reviewing exclusions and 

waivers under the "Mental Health, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention and/or Treatment, 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, and Personal Support Services Licensure Law" 

to elect officers as it deems necessary in addition to a chair and a vice chair. - Amends TCA 

Section 33-2-403 and Section 33-2-402. 

SB2437 / HB2219 Reporting requirements for department of health includes web site.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. JoAnne Favors  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of health to make its monthly 

summary statement showing the amount paid and total number of persons assisted available 

on the department web site. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 56 and Title 71. 

SB2445 / HB2468 Volunteer healthcare services to low-income patients.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes a government contractor and a healthcare 

provider to enter into a contract for the provision of volunteer healthcare services to low-

income patients in this state. - Amends TCA Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB2522 / HB2518 Revises provisions governing fetal tissue obtained from abortion.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises provisions governing fetal tissue obtained as a 

result of a medical or surgical abortion. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 15, Part 2 and 

Title 68, Chapter 30, Part 1. 

SB2568 / HB2577 Disposition of fetal remains resulting from abortions.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes requirements regarding the disposition of fetal 

remains resulting from surgical abortions, including reporting requirements and 

requirements for interim inspections of and certain reporting by facilities where surgical 

abortions are performed. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 15, Part 2 and Title 68. 

SB2589 / HB1712 Protocols for responding to people with multiple chemical sensitivity.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description Requires the commissioner of health to consult with public health organizations, the 

medical community, the department of education, the department of labor and workforce 

development, the department of general services, and other relevant stakeholders in order to 

develop protocols for the medical profession, schools, public venues, workplaces, and other 

relevant stakeholders so that multiple chemical sensitivity might be recognized and 

appropriate responses developed to assist persons affected with these sensitivities. Requires 

the commissioner to have developed the protocols by December 31, 2016 and have them 

posted on the department's website. Broadly captioned.  

SB2614 / HB2413 Report by commissioner of health on access to medical records.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner of health to report annually to 

the general assembly concerning each instance of access to medical records under 2015 
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Public Chapter 154 in response to an immediate threat to the public health; requires the 

commissioner to notify the speaker of the senate and the speaker of the house when records 

access is requested under that statute. - Amends TCA Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB2623 / HB2588 Appointment of advocates to statewide planning and policy council.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Kevin Dunlap  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes mandatory, instead of permissive, the appointment 

of advocates to the statewide planning and policy council for the department of mental 

health and substance abuse services to represent children and persons affected by substance 

abuse. - Amends TCA Title 33. 

SB2641 / HB2601 Inclusion of health care safety net hotline within materials.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the department of health to include the health 

care safety net hotline within materials about the TennCare program that may be available 

to the general public at county health departments. - Amends TCA Title 33; Title 56; Title 

63; Title 68 and Title 71. 

Insurance Health - 8 

SB1623 / HB2237 Mandated health benefit that excludes TennCare.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that legislation containing a mandated health 

benefit that excludes TennCare or any state insurance program from the application of the 

mandate be referred to the department of commerce and insurance and the bureau of 

TennCare in order that certain information may be evaluated and reported back to the 

appropriate standing committees. - Amends TCA Title 3; Title 8; Title 56 and Title 71. 

SB1780 / HB2046 State contributed funds to health savings accounts.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Steve McDaniel  

Description Provides that if the state insurance committee approves a health savings accounts for plan 

members, any state contributed funds to such account shall be annually deposited by 

January 1 or the date coverage becomes effective. 

SB1787 / HB1816 Continuity of care for pregnant insureds.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends 120-day period certain pregnant insureds may 

continue to receive covered benefits after termination of an agreement between a healthcare 

provider and a managed health insurance issuer to additional classes of insureds. - Amends 

TCA Title 56, Chapter 7. 

SB2091 / HB2239 Higher co-payments for anti-cancer medications prohibited.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits an insurance policy that provides benefits for 

anti-cancer medications that are injected or intravenously administered by a healthcare 

provider and anti-cancer medications that are patient administered from requiring a higher 

copayment, deductible, or coinsurance amount. - Amends TCA Title 56, Chapter 7, Part 23. 

SB2111 / HB2410 Group health plan clarifications.  
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Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that local government authorities or local 

education authorities may adopt or make available voluntary benefits that are treated as 

supplemental benefits and are deemed not to be a "group health plan" when established in 

accordance with the appropriate federal statutes or regulations that define the term "group 

health plan". - Amends TCA Title 8. 

SB2184 / HB2177 Reimbursements in an alternative payment system.  

Sponsors Sen. Rusty Crowe / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, sets limits on the use of factors not under the control of a 

physician in determining reimbursement in an alternative payment system. - Amends TCA 

Title 71. 

SB2237 / HB1745 Allowable travel distance for certain medical services.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description Revises the allowable travel distance for acute care hospital services, primary care 

providers, specialists and subspecialists covered by managed health insurers.  

HB2207 Disclosure of health claims information from group health plans.  

Sponsors Rep. Bo Mitchell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires disclosure to governmental entities of certain 

health claims information derived from group health plans. - Amends TCA Title 10, 

Chapter 7 and Title 56. 

Judiciary - 30 

SB1585 / HB1560 Disinterment of human remains for collection of evidence.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a county medical examiner and certain district 

attorneys general to request the district attorney general in the district where the body is 

buried or interred to file a petition in circuit or criminal court for the disinterment of the 

deceased for the purpose of performing an autopsy, collecting scientific or forensic 

evidence, or obtaining DNA evidence. - Amends TCA Title 38. 

SB1597 / HB1651 Civil proceedings - persons adjudicated incompetent.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description State Summary - As introduced, changes references of persons adjudicated incompetent to 

persons who lack capacity to understand their legal rights and liabilities for the purposes of 

civil proceedings. - Amends TCA Title 16; Title 20; Title 27; Title 28; Title 29; Title 30; 

Title 32; Title 34; Title 54; Title 66 and Title 69. 

SB1661 / HB1519 Board of judicial conduct membership.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description State Summary - As introduced, adds a former or current judicial commissioner to the 

board of judicial conduct to be appointed by the governor from nominees supplied by the 

Judicial Commissioners Association of Tennessee. - Amends TCA Title 17, Chapter 5. 

SB1670 / HB1476 Expands court's authority to order grandparent visitation.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Jason Zachary  
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Description Expands the authority of a court to order grandparent visitation when the child is not in the 

custody of the parent and when the grandparent's relationship has been significantly 

reduced, rather than severed.  

SB1681 / HB1740 Juvenile court to retain jurisdiction over minor who commits crime.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes a juvenile court to retain jurisdiction over a 

child for a crime committed prior to the child's 18th birthday until the child reaches 25 

years of age; establishes procedures for the evaluation of the child's sentence when the child 

reaches 25 years of age. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1, Part 1. 

SB1771 / HB1446 Prohibits the discovery of a statement paid to expert witness.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Prevents the discovery of any statement of compensation paid to an expert witness for any 

study and testimony in a case, unless good cause is shown and pursuant to a court order.  

SB1774 / HB1509 Notice to TBI of final disposition of criminal proceedings.  

Sponsors Sen. Mae Beavers / Rep. Courtney Rogers  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies that clerks of general sessions and circuit courts 

are required to notify the TBI of final disposition of criminal proceedings as soon as 

practicable but no later than 15 days after final disposition of the proceedings. - Amends 

TCA Section 8-21-401; Section 8-4-115; Title 16; Title 18 and Section 39-17-1316. 

SB1781 / HB1734 Supreme court - application for interlocutory or extraordinary appeal.  

Sponsors Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Mike Carter  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the supreme court, upon its own motion, to 

assume jurisdiction over an application for interlocutory or extraordinary appeal that is filed 

with an intermediate state appellate court. - Amends TCA Title 16, Chapter 3. 

SB1813 / HB2021 AOC to pay appointed counsel within 30 days.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Bill Beck  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the AOC to pay appointed counsel, other than 

public defenders or post-conviction defenders, within 30 days from the time a judicially 

approved claim is submitted in accordance with Supreme Court Rules, unless the claim is 

deemed to be extended or complex, in which case such claim shall be paid within 60 days. - 

Amends TCA Title 16 and Title 40, Chapter 14, Part 2. 

SB1834 / HB1864 Drug court treatment program to access controlled substance database.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits personnel of any drug court treatment program to 

access the controlled substance database to the extent the information relates specifically to 

a current participant in the drug court treatment program; extends the drug court treatment 

pilot project created by Public Chapter 791 of 2014 to June 30, 2018. - Amends TCA Title 

16, Chapter 22; Title 53, Chapter 10, Part 3 and Chapter 791 of the Public Acts of 2014. 

SB1948 / HB2159 Permanence of certain $2 court fee.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes permanent the $2.00 increases to the filing fees 

charged by court clerks and data fee entry chargeable by clerks that are scheduled to expire 

July 1, 2016. - Amends Chapter 1039 of the Public Acts of 2012. 
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SB1974 / HB2338 Child testifying in court.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Kent Calfee  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a court to take certain steps to ensure that a child 

who has to testify in a court of law may do so in a child-friendly court. - Amends TCA Title 

19; Title 20; Title 21; Title 24; Title 36; Title 37 and Title 40. 

SB2022 / HB1791 Supreme court to set costs for functions performed by court clerks.  

Sponsors Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows the supreme court, through order or rule, to set all 

filing costs, fees, charges and surcharges for documents filed in and functions performed by 

the clerks of the appellate courts or board of judicial conduct. - Amends TCA Title 8, 

Chapter 21. 

SB2032 / HB2078 Knox County - court costs for indigent defendants.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes general sessions and criminal court judges in 

Knox County to suspend court costs and litigation tax for indigent defendants; authorizes 

criminal court clerk to implement community service program in lieu of full payment of 

court costs and litigation taxes for indigent defendants. - Amends TCA Section 8-21-401; 

Title 40, Chapter 25 and Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 6. 

SB2053 / HB2289 Increase of litigation tax from $6.00 to $9.00.  

Sponsors Sen. Todd Gardenhire / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits county that establishes a new division of general 

sessions court to increase the litigation tax from $6.00 to $9.00 for the purpose of funding 

the new division of court; permits county to use fines and penalties from enforcing litter 

ordinances and regulations. - Amends TCA Title 16, Chapter 15. 

SB2067 / HB2385 Retention elections for certain appellate court judges.  

Sponsors Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Mike Carter  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires appellate court judges appointed in 2014 who 

have not yet stood for election to stand for retention election in the regular August election 

of 2016; deletes references to the judicial performance evaluation commission. - Amends 

TCA Title 17. 

SB2120 / HB2406 Adjudications in juvenile court - fees.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the clerks of special juvenile courts and courts 

of general sessions having juvenile court jurisdiction to collect $75 from any person whose 

case is adjudicated in various instances; designates the fees collected from such 

adjudications to be used exclusively for the creation and maintenance of new juvenile court 

facilities. - Amends TCA Title 16 and Title 37. 

SB2139 / HB2532 Juvenile court proceeding - illegal possession of firearm.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that a juvenile court proceeding involving 

allegations that the juvenile was illegally in possession of a firearm be given priority in 

scheduling and be heard by the court as soon as is practicable. - Amends TCA Title 37 and 

Title 40. 
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SB2195 / HB1445 Sets compensation rate for appointed counsel for indigent criminals.  

Sponsors Sen. Ferrell Haile / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Requires certain court appointed attorneys for indigent criminal defendants to be 

compensated at a rate of no less than $75.00 dollars per hour for their services and allows 

for reimbursement for their reasonable and necessary expenses.  

SB2326 / HB2434 Victim of domestic violence to testify via two-way closed circuit TV.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits victim of domestic violence to testify via two-way 

closed circuit television if the court finds that the victim would be traumatized by testifying 

in the courtroom with the defendant present. - Amends TCA Title 24, Chapter 7. 

SB2377 / HB1679 Attorneys' fees awarded for state government employees.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that attorneys' fees be awarded for state 

government employees when such employees are sued in individual capacity and are the 

prevailing party. - Amends TCA Title 29, Chapter 20. 

SB2419 / HB2298 Confidentiality and accessibility of assessment reports.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Bill Beck  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes confidentiality and accessibility of assessment 

reports compiled by the juvenile court in Davidson County. - Amends TCA Title 37. 

SB2439 / HB2211 Reporting requirements of the AOC.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Jason Powell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits the AOC to submit the annual report to the general 

assembly regarding compliance by the courts within the time limits established for capital 

cases and the reason for noncompliance by electronic delivery. - Amends TCA Title 37; 

Title 38; Title 39 and Title 40. 

SB2505 / HB1442 Compensation for special advocates program.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Mark Pody  

Description Requires compensation to be awarded to a court appointed special advocates program if the 

compensation is awarded to a claimant who is not represented by an attorney and an 

employee or volunteer for the court appointed special advocates program filed the claim on 

behalf of the claimant or assisted the claimant in filing the claim.  

SB2571 / HB1812 Changes to the procedure for appeals from juvenile court.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various changes to the procedure for appeals from 

juvenile court, including stating the requirements for an interlocutory appeal of order 

granting or denying motion to suppress evidence in a transfer hearing. - Amends TCA 

Section 37-1-159. 

SB2572 / HB1889 Provisions regarding juvenile cases heard by magistrates.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, clarifies and amends various provisions regarding juvenile 

cases heard by magistrates; extends from five days to 10 days the period within which an 

appeal of the magistrate's order must be filed. - Amends TCA Section 36-1-102 and Section 
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37-1-107. 

SB2573 / HB1890 Juvenile court procedure - summons in proceeding.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, amends the juvenile court procedure to issue a summons in 

a proceeding. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1. 

SB2574 / HB2495 Pretrial or judicial diversion of juveniles.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, amends juvenile court procedural requirements; grants 

statutory authority for pretrial or judicial diversion of juveniles. - Amends TCA Title 37. 

SB2575 / HB2494 Revises various provisions regarding juvenile court proceedings.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises various provisions regarding juvenile court 

proceedings, including adding requirements to a juvenile court petition and adding 

commencement of a proceeding by filing a citation. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1. 

SB2584 / HB2493 Reporting standards in the juvenile justice system.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of children's services to report 

annually to the governor and speakers of the house of representatives and senate; report to 

include an evaluation of the effectiveness of juvenile court probation departments; requires 

community service agencies and other private probation services to develop a strategic plan 

for improving outcome of juveniles under supervision. - Amends TCA Title 37. 

Labor Law - 12 

SB1486 / HB1637 Tennessee Workers Protection Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Curtis G. Johnson  

Description Enacts the "Tennessee Workers Protection Act." Adds "local government employee" to 

entities that can have a complaint filed against them in chancery court, can be issued a writ 

of mandamus against them by the court, and can be enjoined by the court if that individual 

is in violation of federal law as it pertains to adopting ordinances or materially interfering 

with federal law in relation to persons residing in the state illegally. Requires any state 

grant given to a law enforcement agency to be contingent upon full compliance with the 

United States immigration and customs enforcement criminal alien program (CAP). 

Requires the law enforcement agency to reimburse the full amount of the grant to the state 

if the agency fails to comply with the CAP. Allows a state or local governmental entity to 

use the E-Verify program upon persons seeking to enter a contract with a government 

entity. Prohibits a state or local governmental entity from entering into a contract with a 

person who is posted on the chief procurement office's website as having a one year 

probation from contracting with any governmental entities. Requires the chief procurement 

officer to suspend any governmental entity for a period of one year from contracting with 

any supplier of goods and services for failure to comply with any request to utilize the E-

Verify program. Allows chief procurement officer to promulgate rules to this effect. 

Broadly captioned. 

SB1867 / HB2355 Education committees - reports on TN Job Skills Program.  
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Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary - As introduced, adds the education committees to those committees who 

receive reports on the Tennessee job skills program; changes the report from annual to 

biennial. - Amends TCA Title 50. 

SB1965 / HB1830 Changes to the Tennessee Lawful Employment Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Pat Marsh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various changes to the Tennessee Lawful 

Employment Act, including requiring any public or private employer with six or more 

employees to enroll in the E-Verify program unless the employer submits an affidavit to the 

commissioner of labor and workforce development that the employer would suffer an 

undue hardship. - Amends TCA Title 36, Chapter 5, Part 11 and Title 50, Chapter 1, Part 7. 

SB2046 / HB2277 State's minimum wage to $10.10  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the commissioner of labor and workforce 

development to set the state's minimum hourly wage rate at not less than $10.10 per hour, 

adjusted annually to reflect inflation in accordance with the consumer price index; 

establishes a cause of action for employees if employers violate the state's minimum hourly 

wage rate; sets the wage rate paid to blind persons employed by the state to the greater of 

the state minimum hourly wage rate or the federal minimum wage. - Amends TCA Title 8; 

Title 13; Title 39; Title 50; Title 67 and Title 71. 

SB2297 / HB1948 Tennessee Pay Equality Transparency Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the Tennessee Pay Equality Transparency Act. - 

Amends TCA Title 50. 

SB2298 / HB1947 Tennessee Pay Equality Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Pay Equality Act." - Amends TCA 

Title 4 and Title 50. 

SB2319 / HB2324 Establishes state minimum wage of $10.00 per hour.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes a state minimum wage for all employees of 

$10.00 per hour. - Amends TCA Title 50, Chapter 2. 

SB2322 / HB2090 Establishes $15 minimum wage.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. G.A. Hardaway  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes a minimum wage of $15.00 as of July 1; 

provides a minimum wage for employees in the service industry who receive tips and 

employees that are compensated solely by gratuities; authorizes the department of labor and 

workforce development to promulgate rules in compliance with federal law. - Amends TCA 

Title 50, Chapter 2. 

SB2358 / HB2372 Expansions to the Tennessee Disability Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Johnny W. Shaw  

Description State Summary - As introduced, makes various revisions to the Tennessee Disability Act, 

such as expanding the disability protections for employers subject to the Act, as required by 
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federal law. - Amends TCA Section 8-50-103. 

SB2450 / HB2212 Wage disparities reported by economic council.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Jason Powell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires any report issued by the economic council on 

women on the wage disparities between men and women, and minorities and non-

minorities, in the same job classifications to be transmitted by the commissioner to the 

governor, to the speakers of both houses of the general assembly, to each member of the 

general assembly, and to each library designated as a depository of state reports and 

documents. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 7; Title 12; Title 45; Title 47; Title 50; Title 56; 

Title 62; Title 65; Title 66; Title 67 and Title 68. 

SB2496 / HB2554 Increases penalties for businesses that employ illegal immigrants.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Jeremy Durham  

Description State Summary - As introduced, increases penalties for businesses that employ illegal 

immigrants. - Amends TCA Title 12, Chapter 3 and Title 50. 

SB2556 / HB1552 Seasonal employment.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises provisions governing season employment; adds 

provisions regarding taxable wage base; revises other provisions. - Amends TCA Section 

50-7-213; Section 50-7-306; Section 50-7-404 and Section 50-7-715. 

Local Government - 5 

SB1852 / HB2273 Prohibits substantial changes to retirement and pension plans.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Johnnie Turner  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits political subdivisions from making substantial 

changes to retirement and pension plans for employees who are 65 years of age or older, 

unless those employees approve it or state or federal law mandates the change. - Amends 

TCA Title 4; Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 8 and Title 49. 

SB2103 / HB2002 Information requests to local government by private employers.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Jimmy Matlock  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a local government, as a condition of doing 

business within the jurisdictional boundaries of the local government or contracting with 

the local government, from prohibiting a private employer from requesting certain 

information on an application for employment or during the process of hiring a new 

employee. - Amends TCA Section 7-51-1802. 

SB2127 / HB1934 Budget for county department of education.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the provisions governing the adoption of the budget 

for a county legislative body; specifies that if the board of education, county mayor, and 

county budget committee are unable to agree upon the budget for the county department of 

education by August 31, then the budget will be equal to the budget of the preceding year 

less any one-time federal or state funds. - Amends TCA Title 5, Chapter 12, Part 2. 

SB2128 / HB2087 Annual report of educational incentives to counties.  
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Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Kelly Keisling  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the state treasurer to make the annual report of the 

educational incentives paid to each county available in an electronic format. - Amends TCA 

Title 5. 

SB2321 / HB2310 Municipalities may decriminalize possession of marijuana.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Antonio Parkinson  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits a metropolitan government or municipality to 

decriminalize possession of one ounce of marijuana or less by referendum. - Amends TCA 

Title 40, Chapter 7. 

Media & Publishing - 2 

SB1639 / HB1682 Records received for surveys by comptroller as confidential.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Curry Todd  

Description Specifies that records received for surveys created, obtained, or compiled by the 

comptroller of the treasury are to be deemed confidential. Broadly captioned. 

SB2346 / HB2128 Email communications policy on website of state agency.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires a state agency, institution and political subdivision 

to post the electronic mail communications policy on the web site of the agency, institution 

and political subdivision. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 4, Part 6 and Title 10, Chapter 7, 

Part 5. 

Professions & Licensure - 10 

SB1556 / HB1840 Religious beliefs that conflict with counseling or therapy services.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description Prohibits any requirement of a person providing counseling or therapy services to counsel 

or serve a client as to goals, outcomes, or behaviors that conflict with a sincerely held 

religious belief of the counselor or therapist. Requires counselor or therapist to give patient 

a referral to another therapist or counselor in the situation that such conflict arises.  

SB1814 / HB1849 Requirements for licensure as a clinical pastoral therapist.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Darren Jernigan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises the educational requirements for licensure as a 

clinical pastoral therapist; authorizes issuance of temporary licenses to clinical pastoral 

therapists who are in training. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 22. 

SB1978 / HB2615 Tennessee Lactation Consultant Practice Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Debra Moody  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Lactation Consultant Practice Act." 

- Amends TCA Title 4; Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB2027 / HB2006 Employment of medical professionals by charitable clinics.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits the employment of certain medical professionals 
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by charitable clinics. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 11; Title 63, Chapter 5; Title 63, 

Chapter 6; Title 63, Chapter 8 and Title 63, Chapter 9. 

SB2057 / HB1982 Qualifications for pain management specialist.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Bob Ramsey  

Description State Summary - As introduced, removes board certification by the American board of 

interventional pain physicians as a path to becoming a pain management specialist for pain 

management clinics after June 30, 2016. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 1, Part 3. 

SB2372 / HB2317 Kenneth and Madge Tullis, MD, Suicide Prevention Training Act of 2016.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Dan Howell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Kenneth and Madge Tullis, MD, Suicide 

Prevention Training Act of 2016"; establishes training requirements for certain medical 

professions related to suicide prevention. - Amends TCA Title 33; Title 63 and Title 68. 

SB2383 / HB2013 Requirements for medication aide program.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, changes terminology from "medication aides certified" to 

"medication aide"; revises training and other requirements for medication aide program. - 

Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 7 and Title 68. 

SB2443 / HB2323 Health Care Empowerment Act.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Health Care Empowerment Act"; authorizes 

direct primary care agreements. - Amends TCA Title 56; Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB2469 / HB2201 Right to Earn a Living Act.  

Sponsors Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Martin Daniel  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Right to Earn a Living Act." - Amends TCA 

Title 4; Title 7; Title 38; Title 62; Title 63 and Title 67. 

SB2594 / HB2496 Felony convictions in regard to licensure.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Raumesh Akbari  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows licensing authorities for certain state regulatory 

agencies to consider whether a person's conviction for the commission of a felony bears 

directly on the person's fitness to practice competently when making determinations 

regarding the person's licensure status. - Amends TCA Title 57; Title 62; Title 63; Title 68 

and Title 69. 

Property & Housing - 3 

SB2325 / HB2435 Termination of rental agreement by victim of sexual assault.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows a victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or 

stalking to terminate a lease or rental agreement if notice and documentation that the tenant 

is a victim are presented to the landlord; specifies that a perpetrator of certain offenses 

remains liable for rent and damages under a lease or rental agreement even if the 

perpetrator is ordered to vacate the premises by a protection order. - Amends TCA Title 36, 

Chapter 3; Title 39; Title 40 and Title 66. 
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SB2375 / HB2040 Zoning consideration of temporary family healthcare structures.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes zoning consideration of temporary family 

healthcare structures. - Amends TCA Title 13; Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB2592 / HB2116 Prohibits landlord from evicting victims of domestic abuse.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a landlord from evicting victims of domestic 

abuse, minor children, and innocent occupants when domestic abuse is the underlying 

reason for terminating a lease. - Amends TCA Title 29; Title 36 and Title 66. 

Public Employees - 14 

SB1587 / HB1870 Public pension plans to recognize domestic relations order.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes all public pension and retirement plans, 

including those of utility districts and other local governmental entities, to recognize a 

qualified domestic relations order that directs the entity to allocate a portion of a member's 

benefits to the member's former spouse. - Amends TCA Section 26-2-105. 

SB1617 / HB1868 Public defenders conference president appoints certain committee.  

Sponsors Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Andrew Farmer  

Description State Summary - As introduced, designates the president of the district public defenders 

conference as the person who can appoint a committee composed of members of the 

conference to draft legislation and submit recommendations to the general assembly. - 

Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 14; Title 16 and Title 40. 

SB1619 / HB1955 Details applications of a future mandated health benefit.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that any mandated health benefit that takes effect 

on or after the effective date of this act shall apply not only to private health insurance 

issuers but also any managed care organization contracting with the state to provide 

insurance through the TennCare program and state or local insurance program. - Amends 

TCA Title 3; Title 8; Title 56 and Title 71. 

SB1656 / HB1494 Forfeiture of retirement benefits of certain convicted teachers.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. William G. Lamberth  

Description Requires any teacher who is a part of the TCRS program or another public pension system 

forfeit their retirement benefits on or after July 1, 2016, if convicted of any misdemeanor 

sexual offense arising out of the teacher's employment or official capacity. Allows a teacher 

convicted of any misdemeanor sexual offense to be able to choose to have a monthly 

retirement allowance paid to a beneficiary who is either the spouse or child of the teacher. 

SB1779 / HB1919 TCRS - vesting percentage for certain employees.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires certain employees participating in TCRS to have a 

vesting percentage of 100 percent in retirement benefits upon attaining retirement age or 

completing certain years of service; revises other various provisions governing public 

employee benefits. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 34; Title 8, Chapter 35; Title 8, Chapter 
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36 and Title 8, Chapter 37. 

SB1837 / HB2253 Qualifications for positions in preferred service.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Patsy Hazlewood  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits commissioner of human resources from 

establishing minimum qualifications for any position in preferred service that requires an 

applicant to currently be employed by the state. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 30. 

SB1851 / HB1902 Transfer creditable service from the optional retirement program.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. John Mark Windle  

Description State Summary - As introduced, permits certain state employees that have creditable service 

in the optional retirement program and are currently enrolled in the TCRS, to transfer 

creditable service from the optional retirement program on a one-time basis. - Amends 

TCA Title 8. 

SB2131 / HB2340 Longevity pay for executive branch employees.  

Sponsors Sen. Paul Bailey / Rep. Kent Calfee  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires longevity pay for executive branch employees 

hired after June 30, 2015. - Amends TCA Section 8-23-206. 

SB2302 / HB1958 Cost of living salary increase for state employees.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Bo Mitchell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, subject to annual appropriation, requires each state 

employee to receive 2.5% cost of living salary increase at the beginning of the next pay 

period following the employee's state employment anniversary date. - Amends TCA Title 4; 

Title 8 and Title 9. 

SB2408 / HB2536 Leave for employees who participate in community service.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Craig Fitzhugh  

Description State Summary - As introduced, grants state employees one day leave from work annually 

to participate in community service. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 50. 

SB2440 / HB2442 Inquiry by state employer about applicant's criminal history.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Brenda Gilmore  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a state employer from inquiring about an 

applicant's criminal history on an initial application form for employment under certain 

circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 50, Part 1. 

SB2485 / HB2269 Increases time length to hire for vacant positions in government.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends from 30 days to 45 days the period by which the 

appointing authority of a state agency is required to appoint an applicant to fill a vacant 

position after being referred a list of eligible candidates by the commissioner of human 

resources. - Amends TCA Title 8, Chapter 30 and Title 49. 

SB2610 / HB2143 Creates the office of the solicitor general.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Glen Casada  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates the office of the solicitor general. - Amends TCA 

Title 8, Chapter 6. 

SB2638 / HB2327 Provides fund retirement benefits for those employees not under TCRS.  
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Sponsors Sen. Thelma Harper / Rep. Barbara W. Cooper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the department of the treasury and the department 

of education to determine the liability of LEAs, in which there are charter schools, for 

retirement benefits for employees not covered under the TCRS; permits an LEA, in which 

there is a charter school, to withhold from the per student expenditure the amount necessary 

to fund retirement benefits for those employees not under TCRS for which the LEA bears 

the financial obligation for retirement benefits. - Amends TCA Title 8 and Title 49. 

Public Finance - 7 

SB1446 / HB1426 Authorizes Davidson County to issue bonds for affordable housing.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Darren Jernigan  

Description Authorizes Davidson County to issue bonds to fund affordable housing and workforce 

housing projects. 

SB1453 / HB1463 Statutory revisions for implementation of annual appropriations act.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description Requires the state funding board's records of state debt obligations to include the amounts 

of necessary expenses for making debt service payments. Broadly Captioned. 

SB1455 / HB1461 Appropriations and expenses of the state - 2016 session.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Charles M. Sargent  

Description Makes appropriations for the purpose of defraying the expenses of certain legislative 

enactments passed during the 2016 session of the 109th General Assembly. Earmarks 

sufficient state funds for the purpose of funding any bill naming a highway or bridge in 

honor of a service member killed in action. Broadly Captioned. 

SB2004 / HB1721 Public chapter review by fiscal review committee.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Mark White  

Description Increases the time frame for public chapter review of estimated versus actual cost by fiscal 

review committee staff from 60 days to 90 days from the end of the annual legislative 

session.  

SB2033 / HB2082 Protecting personally identifying information in government records.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Bill Dunn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, revises requirements for protecting personally identifying 

information in records held by governmental entities; requires the office of open records 

counsel to develop a model public records policy for governmental entities; makes other 

related changes to public records laws. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 4; Title 8, Chapter 

4; Title 10, Chapter 7; Title 39; Title 47, Chapter 18; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 50, Chapter 

1 and Title 67. 

SB2157 / HB2461 Writing off of uncollectible accounts receivable.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires that accounts receivable owed to governmental 

entities that remain unpaid and owing for at least 15 years must be deemed uncollectible 

and written off in accordance with general accepted auditing principles. - Amends TCA 

Title 4; Title 5; Title 6; Title 7; Title 9 and Title 67. 

SB2217 Implementation of social impact bonds.  

file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=112
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=18
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1426.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=215
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=193
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1453.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=122
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=79
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB1455.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=122
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=79
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB1721.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=119
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=95
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/HB2082.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=212
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=24
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2157.pdf
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=128
file:///C:/Users/AF01050/Desktop/109th/2016/Report%2016/tls.mleesmith.com/main.php%3ftype=legislator&value=10
http://tls.mleesmith.com/downloads/2015_2016/bills/SB2217.pdf


TCCY Legislative Report  

1/22/2016 

68 

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the comptroller to establish a statewide pay-for-

success pilot program for the purpose of increasing funding, through social impact bond 

proceeds, to pay providers of preventative services and to improve the lives of individuals 

who are incarcerated or have been released from a correctional facility. - Amends TCA 

Title 4 and Title 9. 

Retail Trade - 4 

SB2059 / HB2420 Prohibits certain flame retardants in children's products.  

Sponsors Sen. Richard Briggs / Rep. Susan Lynn  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits certain flame retardants in children's products and 

residential upholstered furniture. - Amends TCA Title 68, Chapter 131. 

SB2403 / HB2225 Opioid antagonist therapy - statewide pharmacy practice agreement.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Bryan Terry  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the chief medical officer of the department of 

health to implement a state-wide collaborative pharmacy practice agreement for opioid 

antagonist therapy with pharmacists. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 1. 

SB2442 / HB2206 Disclosure of price, cost information for certain prescription drugs.  

Sponsors Sen. Lee Harris / Rep. Bo Mitchell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes the department of health to require certain 

prescription drug manufacturers to disclose price and cost information; authorizes the 

department of health to set maximum prices for certain prescription drugs. - Amends TCA 

Title 8; Title 53; Title 56; Title 63 and Title 71. 

SB2552 / HB2571 Tennessee Prescription Safety Act of 2016.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Prescription Safety Act of 2016," 

which revises regulation of controlled substances primarily by means of procedures 

involving the controlled substances database. - Amends TCA Title 53, Chapter 10; Title 63, 

Chapter 1; Chapter 791 of the Public Acts of 2014 and Chapter 880 of the Public Acts of 

2012. 

Taxes Business - 7 

SB1632 Temporary tax on bottles of soft drinks and barrels of beer.  

Sponsors Sen. Ken Yager  

Description State Summary - As introduced, extends for an additional six years to July 1, 2022, the 

temporary tax on bottles of soft drinks and barrels of beer to fund programs for the 

prevention and collection of litter. - Amends TCA Section 57-5-201 and Section 67-4-402. 

SB1678 / HB1695 Requirements for hotel tax.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Dale Carr  

Description State Summary - As introduced, for future enactments of or modifications to a hotel tax, 

increases the period in which a person is considered a transient for hotel tax purposes from 

30 days to 90 days; requires that at least 80 percent of the occupancy tax collected be used 
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for promotion and development of tourism. - Amends TCA Title 7, Chapter 4, Part 1 and 

Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 14. 

SB1698 / HB2557 Privilege tax on litigation in civil cases.  

Sponsors Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Jeremy Durham  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows a county, upon the adoption of a resolution by a 2/3 

majority vote of the county legislative body, to assess a privilege tax on litigation in civil 

cases in an amount not to exceed $25.00 per case to be used exclusively for personnel and 

operating costs of the circuit court located in that county. - Amends TCA Title 67, Chapter 

4, Part 6. 

SB1776 / HB2155 Litigation taxes to be used for substance abuse prevention.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. John Ragan  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes a county legislative body to use revenue from 

certain county litigation taxes for substance abuse prevention purposes if approved by 2/3 

vote of the county legislative body. - Amends TCA Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 6. 

SB2100 / HB2145 Rutherford County - litigation tax.  

Sponsors Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Rick Womick  

Description Authorizes Rutherford County to levy an additional litigation tax to be used for 

construction and maintenance of a jail, workhouse, juvenile detention center, or courthouse 

project or to retire debt on such projects. 

SB2309 / HB2465 Restores the joint select committee on business taxes.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Karen D. Camper  

Description State Summary - As introduced, restores the joint select committee on business taxes. - 

Amends TCA Title 3. 

SB2500 / HB1832 Franchise and excise tax credit for donation of funds to LEAs.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Harry Brooks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, creates a franchise and excise tax credit for donation of 

funds to LEAs and public schools to fund certain educational expenditures. - Amends TCA 

Title 49; Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 20 and Title 67, Chapter 4, Part 21. 

Taxes General - 1 

SB2386 / HB2000 Hall income tax credit for donation to school.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Jimmy Matlock  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes a Hall income tax credit equal to 100 percent of 

the value of a donation made by a taxpayer to any public, private, or home school, LEA, 

school support organization, or charitable school foundation; limits credit to $50,000 per 

taxpayer in a tax year. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 67. 

Taxes Sales - 3 

SB2239 / HB1652 Annual sales tax holiday moved to July.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Changes the date for the annual sales tax holiday from the first weekend in August to the 
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last weekend in July of each year.  

SB2258 / HB1430 Changes date for annual sales tax holiday.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Bo Mitchell  

Description Changes date for annual sales tax holiday from the first weekend in August to the last 

weekend in July each year. 

SB2285 / HB2059 Reduces state sales tax on diapers, over the counter drugs.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. Sherry Jones  

Description State Summary - As introduced, reduces the state sales and use tax rate on retail sales of 

diapers, feminine hygiene products, and nonexempt over-the-counter drugs from seven 

percent to five percent. - Amends TCA Title 67, Chapter 6. 

Tenncare - 6 

SB1882 / HB2398 Medication therapy management.  

Sponsors Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Mary Littleton  

Description State Summary - As introduced, establishes medication therapy management as a 

component of the TennCare program. - Amends TCA Title 63, Chapter 10 and Title 71, 

Chapter 5. 

SB1961 / HB2356 Makes certain changes regarding uninsured TennCare enrollees.  

Sponsors Sen. Jeff Yarbro / Rep. Larry J. Miller  

Description State Summary - As introduced, changes time within which uninsured or uninsurable 

TennCare enrollees must provide documentation of material changes of information 

disclosed in their initial application for TennCare coverage from 30 days to 15 days. - 

Amends TCA Title 4; Title 29; Title 33; Title 56; Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB2197 / HB2350 Changes in fiscal effect on TennCare.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark Green / Rep. Gary Hicks  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the division of healthcare finance and 

administration, in administering the Tennessee healthcare innovation initiative to 

specifically include as an item in the general appropriations act to appropriate funds to 

implement any change in level of reward or penalty from the prior fiscal year imposed on 

healthcare providers in any episode of care when this change results in any fiscal effect on 

the TennCare program. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 9 and Title 71. 

SB2233 / HB2446 Recouping of overpayments by managed care organization.  

Sponsors Sen. Joey Hensley / Rep. Sheila Butt  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits managed care organizations that participate in the 

TennCare program from recouping overpayments based on a mistake made by the 

management care organization if more than 120 business days have passed since the 

managed care organization reimbursed the provider based on a proper clean claim; prohibits 

managed care organizations from reducing or withholding pending payments to recover any 

overpayment of fees. - Amends TCA Title 56; Title 63, Chapter 68 and Title 71, Chapter 5. 

SB2330 / HB2438 Report on abortions paid for by the medical assistance program.  

Sponsors Sen. Ferrell Haile / Rep. Matthew Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires the bureau of TennCare to report to the chair of 
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the health and welfare committee of the senate and the chair of the health committee of the 

house by January 31 of each year on the number of abortions paid for by the medical 

assistance program during the prior calendar year that comply with the exceptions 

permitted by budget statute. - Amends TCA Title 9; Title 37; Title 39; Title 56; Title 63; 

Title 68 and Title 71. 

SB2548 / HB1545 Increases penalty for TennCare fraud.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick  

Description Increases penalty for TennCare fraud from Class E felony to Class D felony. Specifies that 

the fine for first offense is $250; the fine for second offense is $500; and the fine for third 

and subsequent offense is $1,000. 

Transportation General - 1 

SB1442 / HB1421 Establishes texting while driving as a moving traffic violation.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Establishes texting while driving as a moving traffic violation instead of a nonmoving 

traffic violation. Removes $10.00 limitation on court costs, and imposes litigation taxes.  

Transportation Vehicles - 19 

SB1582 / HB1648 DUI conviction - use of transdermal monitoring device, GPS.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Tilman Goins  

Description Allows a court to order a person convicted of DUI to be subject to monitoring using a 

transdermal monitoring device, electronic monitoring with random alcohol or drug testing, 

global positioning monitoring, or any other monitoring device necessary to ensure 

compliance with the conditions of probation or the results of any clinical substance abuse 

assessment.  

SB1589 / HB1511 Transmitting or reading texts - moving violation.  

Sponsors Sen. Ed Jackson / Rep. Ron Lollar  

Description Redesignates traffic violations for transmitting or reading written messages on hand-held 

devices while driving from nonmoving to moving violations. Requires points to be assessed 

for such violations instead of no points being added to a driver record. 

SB1601 / HB1943 D.A.R.E. new specialty earmarked license plate.  

Sponsors Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Tim Wirgau  

Description Authorizes issuance of a D.A.R.E. new specialty earmarked license plate. Allocates funds 

received from the sale of such plates to be used for the statewide D.A.R.E. program in 

Tennessee.  

SB1640 / HB1683 Annual accounting of nonprofits receiving funds from license plates.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. David B. Hawk  

Description Requires nonprofit organizations that receive funds from the sale of special license plates to 

submit an annual accounting to the comptroller and to be in good standing with the 

secretary of state's office. Requires commissioner to hold proceeds from the sale of a 

specialty earmarked license plate or new specialty earmarked license plate in reserve for 

nonprofit organizations who fail to comply with the annual accounting requirement. Deems 
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the plate obsolete if the nonprofit organization does not comply with such requirements.  

SB1655 / HB1566 Driving and talking on a cell phone.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. John B. Holsclaw, Jr.  

Description Establishes a Class C misdemeanor and a fine not to exceed $50.00 of driving a motor 

vehicle and talking on a hand-held cellphone. Prohibits additional court fees not to exceed 

$10.00. Provides that a traffic citation based on this violation be considered a nonmoving 

traffic violation and stipulates that no points shall be added to a driver record. Creates the 

juvenile act of persons under 18 driving a motor vehicle and using a hands-free device to 

talk on a cellphone or transmit or read written messages; provides exception for 

emergencies. Provides exception for persons 18 and older using hands-free device. 

SB1674 / HB1468 Requirement for children being secured in forward-facing position.  

Sponsors Sen. Sara Kyle / Rep. John Ray Clemmons  

Description Removes requirement that any child age one through three weighing more than 20 pounds 

be secured in a forward facing position while traveling in a child safety seat. 

SB1693 / HB1639 School buses register as passenger motor vehicles.  

Sponsors Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. John Forgety  

Description Authorizes a bus that is used exclusively for transporting students pursuant to a contract 

with an LEA to be registered as a passenger motor vehicle instead of a motor vehicle 

operating for hire. 

SB1729 / HB1747 Landon's Law.  

Sponsors Sen. Kerry Roberts / Rep. Sabi Kumar  

Description Prohibits law enforcement personnel from knowingly disclosing a driver's drug or alcohol 

use as a contributing factor in car accidents unless it shows up in a test, disclosure is made 

to medical personnel for treatment or evidentiary purposes, or disclosure is made as part of 

a civil or criminal legal proceeding. 

SB1920 / HB2478 Closure of certain driver license stations.  

Sponsors Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Kevin Dunlap  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits the closure of any full service driver license 

station that is operational as of January 1, 2016, if the closure removes from the county seat 

any essential services more than 30 miles to the next driver license station. - Amends TCA 

Title 55. 

SB2119 / HB1658 Open container.  

Sponsors Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Jon Lundberg  

Description Prohibits passengers in an operating motor vehicle from consuming an alcoholic beverage 

or possessing an open alcoholic beverage container except in certain circumstances. 

Specifies that such offense is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine only.  

SB2143 / HB2185 Restrictions on medium speed vehicles.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Timothy Hill  

Description State Summary - As introduced, removes restriction on medium speed vehicles that they 

must be operated on roads with posted speed limits of 40 mph or less; authorizes vehicles 

with top speeds over 30 mph to be classified as medium speed vehicles. - Amends TCA 

Title 55. 
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SB2149 / HB2530 Driving on suspended license - community service in lieu of fines.  

Sponsors Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Mike Stewart  

Description State Summary - As introduced, authorizes counties and cities to establish programs 

allowing indigent persons who have been convicted of driving while their license is 

suspended or revoked to complete community service in lieu of paying the fine or costs for 

the conviction. - Amends TCA Title 55. 

SB2229 / HB2045 Operating an autocycle with a child passenger.  

Sponsors Sen. Steve Southerland / Rep. David Alexander  

Description State Summary - As introduced, redefines "autocycle" and clarifies definitions related to the 

weight or engine displacement of all-terrain vehicles and autocycles; prohibits a person 

from operating an autocycle with a child passenger if such child is required to use a car seat 

in a passenger car. - Amends TCA Title 11; Title 47 and Title 55. 

SB2345 / HB2216 Child seat requirements for child weighing over 20 lbs.  

Sponsors Sen. Steven Dickerson / Rep. Jason Powell  

Description State Summary - As introduced, deletes requirement that the child safety seat for a child 

age one through three weighing more than 20 pounds be secured in a forward-facing 

position. - Amends TCA Title 55, Chapter 9, Part 6. 

SB2399 / HB2424 Interlock assistance fund - cost of transdermal monitoring.  

Sponsors Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Tilman Goins  

Description State Summary - As introduced, allows a judge to use funds from the interlock assistance 

fund to pay for a portion of the cost of transdermal monitoring if the judge determines that a 

person so ordered cannot pay some portion of the cost of the device. - Amends TCA Title 

40 and Title 55. 

SB2479 / HB2474 Enhances punishment for DUI if child in car.  

Sponsors Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. John B. Holsclaw, Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, enhances the punishment for a DUI conviction if the 

person at the time of the offense has a child in the car, multiple children in the car, or one or 

more of the children are not properly restrained. - Amends TCA Title 55, Chapter 10;55, 

Part 50. 

SB2486 / HB2605 Under 21 driver license.  

Sponsors Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Roger Kane  

Description State Summary - As introduced, provides that an "under 21 driver license" expires one 

month after a licensee attains 21 years of age. - Amends TCA Title 55. 

SB2503 / HB1891 Conviction on fourth on subsequent DUI.  

Sponsors Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. John J. Deberry Jr.  

Description State Summary - As introduced, prohibits a person who has been convicted of a fourth or 

subsequent violation of driving under the influence from driving within the state, including 

prohibiting the issuance of a restricted driver license to such a person. - Amends TCA Title 

55. 

SB2577 / HB2199 Fingerprint cards for DUI to be sent to TBI.  

Sponsors Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Mark White  

Description State Summary - As introduced, requires arresting agency to send fingerprint cards for DUI 
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and other vehicular impairment offense arrests to TBI within 7 days of arrest for 

submission to NCIC and requires the clerks to send DUI convictions to TBI within 5 days 

of conviction. - Amends TCA Title 8 and Title 55. 
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